January 31, 1989 LB 48

citisens of our state, and there again we are aiming primarily

at the youth. | have to tell you a story, a story about
Sir Wnston Churchill.  sjr Wnston was quite a drinker, you
know, and one of his adversaries was a Lady Wrthington, |
believe, | don't renenber her nane for su e, but'let's ca?l

. her
Lady Worthington for purposes of the story, and they were at the

same party one day and Sir Wnston had gotten drunk, gng Lady
Worthington canme up to Sir Wnston and said, Sir Wnston, you
are drunk, you are terriblydrunk, you are abom nably drunk.
And he looked at her andhe said, Lady Worthington, you are

ugly, you areterribly ugly, you are abom nably ugly. Tomorrow
I_V\nll _be sober. And tonDrrow, with this attachment, this bill
will still be ugly. Thank you.

PRESI DENT: Senator Hall, please.

SENATOR HALL: Thank you,Nr. President and menbers. gegpator
Dierks, I like your story, and with or without the amendment,
the bill may be ugly tonorrow, who knows, but anyway | rise in
support of Senator Bernard-Stevens' amendment to the bill

because | think if you readthe bill and listen to what the
proponents have said so far, they don't jive. | mean the bill
says that...it lays out that the people that are going to be
prohibited fromusing the product are going to be adults. There
is no provision in here that gets, | +think, to the issue of
children as all the proponents gajd th’ey would like to see

happen. SenatorBernard-Stevens' gnendnent does that. We have
heard time and tinme again that we want to keep it fromthe
youth, and that this is a bill that is primarily directed at the
youth, but yet without adopting the Bernard-Stevens amendment,
you don't achieve that. There, currently, in statute is no
rovision that makes it a crime for a young person o have in
is or her possession tobacco, and if the issue is one where

this i_s an evil, it is sonmething that is addictive, somet hi ng
that is a threat to one's own |ife, thenthere should be
provisions in law, like wedo with things gych as al cohol, that

requires a penalty for those individuals who have it in their
possession and who are underage. Youdon'O have that in LB 48
as it is drafted. It is not there, and there is not a provision
inlaw right now that allows for that. Thereis a provision
that allows for a penalty for someone who sells it to 5 minor
but should a minor have a package of cigarettes or a can of
chew ng tobacco or pouch of chewi ng tobacco In their possession,
that is not against the |aw There is i si

prohibits that. There is no penaltyprovi dgc(i) #chrO\{lh%Itogcttihoant.
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