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urge the body's adoption of the amendnents. T hank you,
Mr. President.

PRESIDENT: Thank you. May | introduce some guests, please,
under the north bal cony, Serator Dennis Byars has Vern Shamburg
fromFairbury. Would you please stand, Vern. Also, from Scotts

Bl uff County, we have i ke Nartens, Larry Evans, and Roy
Br et houn. Woul d you fol ks please stand and be recognized.
Thank you. Senator Wesely, did you wish to talk about the

Ber nar d- St evens anendnent' ?

SENATOR WESELY: Yes, Nr. President and nembers, | would rise in
opposition to the Bernard-Stevens amendment and |n support of
the bill. | do knowthat there gre |egitimate concerns that
Senator Bernard-Stevens is raising. There are two el ements to
this amendment . Letme try and explain. Thefirst deals with
the effort to gut the bill and put in a different approach to
dealing with this matter and not allowing or. at |east

di scouraging the free distribution to m nors. That is el ement
one of the amendnent. Elenent two of the amendnent deals with
the question of minors in possession and purchasin%] tobacco
products and having that as a crine that it is presently I's not
t ne .Case. That i S-SUe Cama_ Up in the C.Ommi ttee and it was
considered, and | think, legitimately, it is an issue we need to
| ook at, what penalty should there be for these young people to
have in possession these products. Anpd, of course, that could
be added to this legislation without gutting the primary thrust
of it which is to stop the free distribution of these products.

It is a conplicatedissue, though, gndit is onethat | would
think we need to discuss between now and Select File, and
Senator  Dierks has some legitimate concerns about that
addi tional anmendment.  senator Lynch, | know, i S jnterested in
it. Senator Scofield has nmentioned it to ne. That is something
we can talk about. | wouldask, though, at this time that you
re' ect the Bernard-Stevens anmendment hbegalhse o}

the  other part
of the amendment, and that deals with gutting the free

distribution prohibition. \what they try and do nder this
anendnent is to say that they are going to try awful Hﬁllaré3 not to

let these free products go into the hands of young people. Tphe
will ask for your age when you send in a clip-in coupon and t a¥
should take care of the matter, and if you are not the right
age, they won't send it free to you. ||, that is not going to
get the job done. How are they going to check the age on these
i ndi vi dual s? How are they going to be sure that these
individual's are not under age. Idon't think thereis any way
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