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u rge t h e bo d y ' s ad o pt i on of the amendments. T hank you,

PRESIDENT: Thank y ou . May I introduce some guests, please,
under the north balcony, Serator Dennis Byars has Vern Shamburg
from Fairbury. Would you please stand, Vern. Also, from Scotts
Bluff County, we have Nike N artens, Lar r y Ev a n s , and Roy
Brethoun. Would you folks please stand a n d be r eco g ni zed .
Thank y ou . Senat o r Wesely, did you wish to talk about the
Bernard-Stevens amendment'?

SENATOR WESELY: Yes, Nr. President and members, I would rise in
opposition to the Bernard-Stevens amendment and i n s u ppor t of
the bill. I do know that there are legitimate concerns that
Senator Bernard-Stevens is raising. There are two elements to
this amendment. L e t me try and explain. T he f i r s t d e a l s w i t h
the effort to gut the bill and put in a different approach to
dealing with this matter and not allowing or, a t l east ,
discouraging the free distribution to minors. That is element
one of the amendment. Element two of the amendment deals with
the question of minors in p o s session a n d pur c h a sing tobacco
products and having that as a crime that it is presently is not
tne case. That issue came up in the committee and i t wa s
considered, and I think, legitimately, it is an issue we need to
look at, what penalty should there be for these young people to
have in possession these products. And, o f c o u r se , t hat could
be added to this legislation without gutting the primary thrust
of it which is to stop the free distribution of these products.
I t i s a c ompl i c a t e d i s s ue , t h ough, a nd i t i s o n e t h a t I wou l d
think we need to discuss between n o w and Select File, and
Senator Di er k s h as so m e l egi t i m a t e concerns abo u t t hat
additional amendment. Senator Lynch, I k no w , i s interested in
it. Senator Scofield has mentioned it to me. That is something
we can talk about. I would ask, though, at this time that you
re'ect the Bernard-Stevens amendment because of the other pa r t
of th e amendment, and that deals w ith g u tting the f re e
d ist r i b u t i o n p r oh i b i t i o n . What they try and do u nde r t hi s
amendment is to say that they are going to try awful hard not to
let these free products go into the hands of young people. They
will ask for your age when you send in a clip-in coupon and that
should t a ke car e of the matter, and if you are not the right
age, they won't send it free to you. Well, t h a t i s n ot goi n g t o
get the job done. How are they going to c heck the age o n the s e
individuals? How are t h e y goi ng t o be su r e that the se
individuals are not under age. I don' t t hi n k the r e i s any way
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