January 31, 1989 LB 48

al so put some responsibility to the mnor who takes sampling
that is caught. If we are really serious, the tobacco industry
said to thensel ves about stopping mnors, which we are we are
going to support tougher restrictions on our own people and the
mnors that are, in fact, takin% free sanplings. And, in fact,
that is what the amendment that | am propoSing does. | t{gkes
many of the restrictions that have been given.. .taken in
California and added, against the tobacco industry's w shes, but
in Nebraskathe tobacco industry is not only saying, please, do
so, the tobacco industry offered the amendnent in the comittee,
which | wasdisappointed the commttee did not feel worthy
enough to take up those particular amendments. The tobacco
industry not only is willing to support the cCalifornia type

anendnents in Nebraska, put they have added tougher standards
even than California in regards to stopping mnors from getting

addicted to this product. That is what the amendment does.
What | am saying to the body, if our yeg| intent is to stop
minors and our youth from becoming addicted to a tobacco
product, then this amendnent will do us well and good to adopt.

If we are just taking a shot at a tobacco industry, \hich we may
not, or we may Or pmay not support and we want to attack an

advertising way the tobacco industry can do so to adults, ¢ e
want to say wedon't want you toadvertise a product we don' t

like to adults, and we don't really care about the mi noys
because they are going to be able to get the tobacco anyway w t

the passage of this bill, then go ahead and pass the bill as it
IS. This bill , if not amended,v\"” S|mp|(}/ Sayto a |eg|t|n‘ate
company, whether we agree with the product ‘or not, we do not

want you to advertise in sanpling forms to adults. W don' t
believe that should be done. Now, |adies and gentlemen, nmenbers
of the body, Nr. President, adults are going to smoke tobacco if
they so desire. |t js alegitimate |egal product. Adults are
g(_)l ng to buy and young people are going to obtain, andwith t he
ill as it isnow, nothing can stop that and there will be no
".arsher punishnents for those mnors who are smoking or who ..
using  smokeless tobacco. The amendment | am proposing
recogni zes the fact that we have a gocial problem and we need

punishments, we need restrictions, we need tougher standards,
not only to protect our youth, but also to protect an industry's

right to advertise. Nowif we, as the Legislature, wantto get
Into private enterprise, the econonmc system fine, let's do
that across the board, but | don't believe we want to g that.
| believe what the body wants to do is to put in restrictions to
help our mnors not only kick a habit but to stop themfrom
forming one, and that is what these gmendments will do, and |
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