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Senator Lynch on the committee and Senator W e s e l y c an v er i f y
what I say, is that at the State Fair there was a terrible
problem of minors obtaining large quantities of free sampling
and that brought about the bill. The industry came in and the
industry said we do not want to give to minors. We have
policies against that, and which we told the industry, w ell , y o u
either need to put up or shut up. Y ou need t o e i t h e r s a y y o u
don't want to give to minors and do something about it, or we
are going to pass this piece of legislation, and it did come out
of committee last session, and it came out of the committee with
a couple of understandings among the committee members. Number
one, it was not a priority in the short session and, n umber t w o ,
it would not be brought up because of the lateness cf t he b i l l
being reported, but it was a message to the tobacco industry and
the smokeless tobacco industry, in general, that if they did not
clean up their act as they said they wanted to do, t hi s b i l l
w ould come up ag a i n . Now what happened was the industry did go
back and the industry did, in fact,clean up their act. Last
year, there was not one, that I am aware of, major reported
conflict at either county fairs, and the State Fair, naturally,
took care of its own problem, there was not one major i nc iden t
that occurred that had to do with minors obtaining sampling.
The industry made some major changes i n i t s samp l i ng b oo t h s .
Now again I would like to go on record, I do not support the
t obacco i n d u s t r y . I do not smoke myself. I d o n o t supp o r t
s mokeless t ob ac c o . I t i s a dan ge r ou s an d a t e r r i b l e
c ancer-caus ing p r oduc t . I want t o b e on r ec or d saying t h a t .
B ut o n t h e o t h e r h a n d , what happened was the industry came back
to the committee, came back to the Legislature this year and
s aid , l o ok wh at we h a v e d o n e , we have c l e aned up ou r ac t , and
nothing bad happened in regard to minors that I am aware o f i n
the State of Nebraska. The industry went one step further this
year. The bill came back, Senator Dierks picked u p t he b i l l
again i n a l l goo d c o n sc i ence , a nd I k n ow he h a s g ood c o n s c i e n c e
and good faith in the reasoning b eh i n d t h i s b i l l . I t was
reintroduced again, and the tobacco industry, basically, s aid , I
thought we got this taken care of. S o t he tobacco industry
said, okay, okay. They came back this year and s a i d , we ar e
willing to take a position that we have never taken before in
the State of N ebraska, a nd w e h av e f ough t traditionally
throughout the United States. W e are willing to put tougher
sanctions on giving away of samplings. Not on l y ar e we no t
giving away samplings now to minors, we are willing to put
tougher restrictions and tougher s tandards on anyo n e i n ou ri ndustr y w ho does , number one . Numb e r t wo , we are w i l l i ng t o
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