
January 31 , 1 9 89 LB 138

We ar e v ot i ng on the adoption of the committee amendments.
Record, Mr . C l e r k , p l ea s e .

CIERK: 25 ayes, 0 nays, Mr. President, on adoption of committee

PRESIDENT: Committee amendments are adopted. S enator Ch i z e k .

SENATOR CHIZEK: Current statutes, 28-806 provide that a person
must be over 18 years old before they can be charged with public
indecency. LB 138 would provide that those over 14 c ou l d be
charged either in juvenile court, which would be in most cases,
or as an adult if near the age of 18. P ubli c i nd ec e n cy would
include p ublic fornication, exposing to affront or al arm
another , an d pub l i c f ondl i n g o f i n t i mat e b ody p ar t s . Anexample, a boy and a gi r l , e ach 17 , were e ngaged in sex u a l
intercourse in a public park in daylight near the k ids sl i d es ,
et cetera, they couldn't be charged with public indecency. This
would give the juvenile courtssome leve rage i n h a n d l i n g t h i s
kind of a situation, behavior that we wouldn't expect f rom 14through 17- y e a r o lds . I be l i ev e t h a t t h i s m ig h t h a v e b een a
legislative oversight and I would urge advancement.

PRESIDENT: Senator Chambers, please.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Mr. Chairman and members of the L egis l a t u r e ,
I a m on e who ph i l o so p h i c a l l y am opposed to the Legislature
continuing to create new crimes and impose new punishments, so I
would like to have the introducer o f t h i s b i l l , wh o i s t h e
Chairman of the Judiciary Committee,e xplai n wh y i t i s ne ed e d .
What I could do if I offered a bill is to postulate any n u mber
of possible things that might happen. but I want to hear a
j us t i f i ca t i on f or u s to create an entirely n ew c l a ss o f
criminals. Tha t is what we are talking about, an ent i r e l y n ew
class of criminals, and I want the Chairman of the Judiciary
Committee to explain why it is necessary that we do that.

P RESIDENT: S e n a t o r C h i z e k , would you like to respond please.

SENATOR CHIZEK: Yes, Mr. President, r igh t n o w , as I sa i d , t here
is a vacuum or a void that exists on those under 18 years of age
who wou!d expose i n p u b li c . T here have been any number o f c a s e s
w here so meone und e r 18-years o l d . . well, let me say that the
Legislature in statute had 18 as the cutoff. So, i f you we r e
18, they can file indecent exposure charges against you. I f y o u

amendments.
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