January 31, 1989 LB 138

We are voting on the adoption of the commttee anendnents.
Record, Mr. Clerk, please.

CIERK: 25 ayes, 0 nays, M. President, on adoption of comrittee
amendments.

PRESI DENT: Commi ttee amendments are adopted. gepator Chizek.

SENATOR CHI ZEK: Current statutes, 28-806 provide that aperson
nmust be over 18 years old before they can be charged with public
i ndecency. LB 138 would provide that those gver 14 could pe
charged either in juvenile court, which would be in nost cases,

or as an adult if near the age of 18. Public indecency would
include public fornication, exposing to affront or alarm
another, and public fondling of intimate body parts. An
example, a boy anda girl, each 17, were engagedin sexual

intercourse in a public park in daylight near the ; i
et cetera, they couldn't be charged with public indg(':c(ja?lcy.SI ! '?'ﬁiss’

woul d give the juvenile courtssome Ievera?e in handling this
kind of a situation, behavior that we woul dn' expect from 14

through 17-year g|(gs. | believe that this might have been a
| egi slative oversight and | woul d urge advancenent.

PRESI DENT: Senat or Chanbers, please.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: M. Chairman and nenbers of the Legislatur e,

I am one who philosophically am opposed to the Legislature
continuing to create new crimes and i npose new puni Shnents, g

woul d Iike to have the introducer i ; ;

: L ..of this bill, who
Chai rman of the Judiciary Oomnttee,exmain why it is Ingedteg?
VWhat | could do if | offered a bill is to postulat’e any number

of possible things that m ght happen. but | want to hear a
justi fication for us to create an entirely new class of

criminals.  That is what weare talking about, "5, antir ely new
class of crimnals, and | want the Chairman of Jhe, Judiciary
Committee to explain why it is necessary that we do that.

PRESIDENT: Senator Chizek, would you Iike to respond pl ease.

SENATOR CHI ZEK: Yes, M. Pr esi dent y r|ght now, as | Said’ here
is a vacuum or a void that exists on those under 18 years of age
who would expose in public. There have been any number of cases
where = someone under 18-years old. we||, let me say that the
Legislature in statute had 18 as the Gut'otf . i you were

. - Lif
18, they can file indecent exposure charges agal nst you: If you
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