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yield to any questions. Otherw se, | would ask that the bill be
advanced for E & RInitial.

PRESIDENT: Thank you. Senator Owen El ner, please.

SENATOR ELMER: Thank you, Nr. President and nenbers, | sat on
the Natural Resources Conmittee and during the testimony it \as
brought out that in many areas of the state, mine included, the
popul ati on of deer almost outnunber the population of people.
And in some areas they have become a nuisance. so| questioned
the Game and Parks during the hearing as to the areas where
overpopul ation of one of these big game aninmals becones a
problemand they said they have in place a procedure whereb
farmers or ranchers thatare aggrieved with overpopul ation o
these animals can cone to the departnment or the Game gnd Paks
Conmi ssion and...the Game and Parks, and ask for a permt to
take care of sone of these problens. And Game and Parks doe
cooperate and, in sone instances, it does allow the reduction o?
nunbers of deer and those kind of things that would allow them
to take care of those problems wjthout having to pay these
| iquidated damages, but they do have to get the perm ssion

first. | wanted to put those. nmke these comments for the
record and for your infc rmation. Thank you.

PRESI DENT: Thank you, Senator Elmer. Senator Wehrbein, please.

SENATOR WEHRBEIN: Nr. President and menbers, | would like to
ask Senator Bernard-Stevens a question. | npoticed you exenpted
or took out whooping crane. |s there a further explanation of
that,’) other than I...that evidently comes under federal | aw
or...~

SENATOR BERNARD-STEVENS: = ||, | thought we nmight make it the
state bird, as a possibility, | don't know. |'m sorry Saator
Nel son, | just couldn't resist. This bill cane fromthe Gane
and Parks and ny understanding is that is not.  hasnot and is
not a problem in the State of Nebraska and they also felt it was
not...did not fit the categories as the bill had. That's the
best answer | can give you at this particular point.
SENATORWEHRBEIN: | assume it's still protected and if there
were sone questions being raised.

SENATOR BERNARD-STEVENS: Now | remember the exactanswer |
shoul d give you, even before | went to the zide to ask. That 's
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