
January 31 , 1 9 89 LB 114

public power districts able to use the ATV vehicles to go out to
c heck l i ne s, t o cr oss r o a d s . In case of a storm or an outage,
they now use these vehicles to go out to check their lines.
This does not open it up for anybody else. It's strictly for
p ublic power districts. Rig ht now, t hey ar e us i ng t hese
vehicles in emergencies but it is illegal to operate on the
roadways after we passed the bill in 1987. So I want to m ake
the point very clear that this is strictly for public power
districts. If there are any questions, I would be g lad t o

PRESIDENT: Than k you . Senator Elmer, please, then Senator
B arret t , p l ea s e .

S ENATOR ELNER: T h ank y ou , N r . Pr e s i d e n t . I appreciate Senator
Schellpeper introducing this bill and allowing me to co-sponsor
it. Out in the southwest Nebraska a reas t h e r o ad s ar e very
sparse in many ar e as an d the lines that the public power
districts have to service, transit, pastures, fields and lots of
areas that the access is very poor, and also many of the meters
t hat t h ey n eed to read are off of the public access roads and
they have to go back into the fields and such . The u s e o f the
ATVs allows these pub lic pow er districts much better
transportation to inspect their facilities and is a bill that I
think that they really do need. And it was well stated by
Senator Schellpeper that it does not give any leniency i n any
other area. And I would urge your support. It will save these
public power districts considerable time, man hours and,
therefore, reduce their budgets somewhat if they are allowed to
use these convenient vehicles for that purpose. Thank you.

PRESIDENT: Speaker Barrett, please, then Senator N o o r e .

S PEAKER BARRETT: Th a n k y o u , Nr. Pr e s i d e n t , and members, as
Senator Sch e l l p e p e r h as j u st d e scr i b e d , the bill does allow
personnel of electric utilities companies to use ATVs on public
r oads a n d wi t h t he committee amendment, I unders t and , o n l y
during the course of their employment. This i s a b i l l which
d oes al l ow an ex e mpt i o n t o t h e b i l l wh i ch I i n t r od u ced i n 19 8 7
which disallowed the use of ATVs o n p ub l i c ro ad s , with t h e
e xcept io n of pa r ad e s and for agricultural u ses. At t h at
part i c u l a r t i m e , I d i d war n the body that there would be
attempts to cr eate exemptions and this is the first bill that
we' re discussing this session which does, in fact, create an
exemption. That concerns m e. Howeve r , with the amendment

answer t h em.
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