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public power districts able to use the ATV vehicles to go out to

check lines, to cross roads. In case of a stormor an outage,
they now use these vehicles to go out to <check their |ines.
This does not open it up for anybody else. It's strictly for
public power districts. nght now they are using these
vehicles in emergencies but i illegal to operate on the
roadways after we passed the b||| |n 1987 So |l want to make
the point very clear that this is strictly for public power
districts. I f thereare any questions, I would be glad to
answer them.

PRESIDENT: Thank you. Senat or El mer, please, then Senator
Barrett, please.

SENATOR ELNER: Thank you, Nr. President reC| ate Senat or
Schel | peper i ntroducing this bill and all owi ng’])p Co- sponsor

it. Out in the southwest Nebraska areas the roads are very
sparse in many areas and the lines that the public power
districts have to service, transit, pastures, fields and |ots of
areas that the access is very poor, and al so many of the meters
that they need to read are off of the public access roads and
they have to go back into the fields gnd such. The use of the
ATVs al l ows these public power districts rruch better

transportation to inspect their facilities and is a bill that
think that they really do need. And it was well stated by
Senator Schell peper that’ it does not give any |epniency in any
other area. And | would urge your support. |t will save these
public power districts considerable tipe, man hours and,

therefore, reducetheir budgets somewhat |f they are allowed to
use these convenient vehicles for that purpose. Thank you.

PRESI DENT:  Speaker Barrett, please, then Senator Noore.

S PEAKER BARRETT: Thankyou, Nr. President, and members, as
Senator Schellpeper has just described, the bill does aIIow
personnel of electric utilities conpanies t'o use ATVs on public
roads and with the committee amendnent, | understand only
during the course of their enploynment. This is a bill c

does al low an exemptionto the bill which | introduced in 1b§‘7
whi ch disallowed the use of ATvs on public roads, with the
exception of parades and for agricultural yses. At that
particular time, | did warn the body that there would be
attenpts to create exenptions and this is the first bill that
we' re discussing this session which does, , fact create an

exenpti on. That concerns me. However, with the amendnment
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