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therefore, in effect, show that there was no need for this type
o f a ct t o be pa sse d . The response by Secretary of State
Beermann and State T r easurer Narsh I t hou g h t wa s e xcel l e n t .
Their response was to the effect that some Governors in the past
have done a f airly good job with the protocol responsibility.
Othe:- Governors, because of lack of time or responsibilities on
other matters, have let this protocol responsibility become a
low priority for them. It is my feeling that it is a low
priority right now a s ev idenced by the lack of action by the
present Executive Department in that area. That may change and,
in fact, I hope it does, but the problem that was addressed z s
that if it changes from Governor to Governor, it becomes a real
problem as to who is Governor whether this responsibility will
b e car r i e d o u t . For that r e a s on, y ou n eed a s tatute , y o u n eed a
protocol office to be established. Other states have done this
type of and have established this type of o ffice i n t he i r
states. I mentioned that 20 or 30 cities in the United States
have even e ' s tab l i shed a protocol office because i t i s an
important function. If you establish it in statute, then it
becomes a c ont i n u ous type of responsibility that wil l be
addressed no mat ter who the Governor is, because the office is
e stabl i shed, i t i s i n pl ac e , i t i s oper a t i o n a l . I f yo u put a
sunset c l au s e on it, then you are, in effect, r isking t h e
possibility that somehow it won't be renewed. Then we w il l be
b ack t o t he cur r e n t situation we have with the p rotocol
responsibility up to the discretion of the Executive Department,
and as past history shows, that h as n o t a l wa y s wo r k ed well .
With regard to some of Senator Hefner's concern, there is a very
easy wa y t o l i mi t spending if, in fact, it would get out of
hand, and that is for the Legislature to introduce a bill that
would, i n f a ct , e l i m i n at e t h e o f f i ce . I mean you can introduce
a bill at any time. I don't know why we necessarily have sunset
provisions on every b i l l . Ny exper i ence , at least in the
Education Committee and some of the other committees, has been
that any time a sunset clause is added, we just, if the statute
i s w o r k in g w el l , we just automatically extend the statute or
e xtend t he agen c y or the commission or whatever we hav e
e stabl i shed . I t hi nk a su n set c l a u s e i s reall y unnecessary . If
it becomes a problem, if there is some situation that arises of
which we are not contemplating at this time with respect to the
operation of a pro tocol office, then a future legislator or
another state senator, or Senator He f ner w i l l pro b a bl y s t i l l be
here at that ti me,can introduce legislation to terminate it.
That seems a logical response and the effect will be much, much
better. I just don't think it is needed. I would l i k e t o m a k e
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