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this bill. He says it's obviouslyecessary. | ialked with
Senator Korshoj and he said that he was one of the persons who
voted against this last year, but after hearing the testinony
before the Governnment Conmittee, after hearing all of the horror
stories and the problems that have occurred because we don't
have a protocol office in our state, he is voting in favor of

it, he supports it very strongly. | think if you individual
menbers had been present in that conmmittee, you would not be
even considering this motionto kill. |f Senator Mbore had been
before that comm ttee and heard the testinmony, he may not have
even filed this motion to kill the bill. I think it is a worthy
bill and | think it is worthy of your sypport and | would ask
for ~your advancement of this bill after we do awa: with this
kill motion. Thank you.

PRESIDENT: Thank you. Senator ~ Rod Johnson, please, then

Senate r Coordsen, then Senator Wi hing.

. ENATORR. J OHNSON: M. President and members, | have given
this speech in years past in support of the bill or the concept

of a protocol officer and | guess | will reiterate the game
thoughts that | had on this for the new menpbers who mi ght be
f ol | owi ng t he debate on this issue. | have consi stentl had n

opportunity to neet a nunber of foreign exchange visitors to the
State of Nebraska through the Mayor's Committee on | nternational

Exchange, of course, our commdity organizations that bring
foreign visitors to Nebraska to learn more about Nebraska
agriculture and, of course, the University of Nebraska. It's
been a good opportunity for me to get to better know those
individuals fromother countries and their interest jn this
state and it has opened ny eyes to the fact that we 5.¢ living
ina global society and especially in the gzrea of agricul ture.
And | think it would be a m stake for us to kill this bill at
this ' inme. | believe that Senator MFarland and his predecessor
on this particular issue, Senator Vard Johnson, really have hit
upon an idea that's been long overdue, gonpthing that need to
do and | am going to vote against the kiIIh tion and vote for
the advancenent of the bill. The only concern | have with this

i ssue happens to be that the appointment of the protocol officer

is made by the Governor,not that | have any problemwith our

current adm ni stration. My onl y concern is as you Change
administr ations will you have a change in the focuspef this
program every tinme a new adm nistration takes office. dso I
would Iike to see nore consistency in the programthan that7 but
that's  a technical problemthat could be worked out in the bill
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