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this bill. He sa ys it's obviously necessary. I t a l k e d w i t h
S enator Kor s h o j and he said that he was one of the persons who
voted against this last year, but after hearing the testimony
before the Government Committee, after hearing all of the horror
stories and the problems that h ave oc c u r r e d be c a use we don ' t
have a protocol office in our state, he is voting i n f av or o f
it, he supports it very strongly. I t h i n k i f you i nd i v i du a l
members had been present in that committee, you would n ot be
even cons id e r i n g t h i s m o t i o n t o k i l l . If Senator Moore had been
before that committee and heard the testimony, he may not have
even filed this motion to kill the bill. I t h i n k i t i s a wor t hy
b i l l a n d I t h i nk i t i s wo r t h y o f yo u r support an d I wou l d ask
for you r advan c ement of this bill after we do awa; w i t h t h i s
kill motion. Thank you.

PRESIDENT: Th ank you . Senator Rod John s on , p l ea se , then
Senate r Coordsen, then Senator Weihing.

". ENATOR R. J OH NSON: Mr. President and members, I have g i v e n
this speech in years past in support of the bill or the concept
of a protocol officer and I guess I will reiterate the same
thoughts that I had on this for the new members who might be
following the debate on this issue. I have consistently had an
opportunity to meet a number of foreign exchange visitors to the
State of Nebraska through the Mayor's Committee on International
E xchange, o f c o u r s e , our commodity organizations t hat b r i ng
foreign visitors t o N e b r a sk a t o learn mor e a bo u t Ne b r a s k a
agriculture and, of course, the University of Nebraska . I t ' s
b een a g ood opp o r t u n i t y for me t o get to better know those
individuals from other countries and their interest i n t h i s
state and it has opened my eyes to the fact that we a re l i v i n g
i n a g l o b a l soc i e t y a n d e s p e c i a l l y i n t h e area of agriculture.
And I t hink it would be a mistake for us to kill this bill at
t h i s ' ime. I believe that Senator McFarland and his predecessor
on this particular issue, Senator Vard Johnson, r eal l y h a ve h i t
upon an idea that's been long overdue, something that we need to
do and I am going to vote against the kill motion and vote for
the advancement of the bill. The only concern I have with t h i s
issue happens to be that the appointment of the protocol officer
is made by the Governor,not that I have any problem with our
current administration. My o n l y con ce rn i s a s y o u ch an g e
a dminis t r a t i on s will you have a change in the focusof t h i s
program every time a new administration takes office. And so I
would like to see more consistency in the program than that, but
t hat ' s a technical problem that could be worked out in the bill
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