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not meaning to say anything about this particular bill, but they
always say the only way you can stop an agency fromgrowing is
never starting it. I think we would be wise today never to
start this protocol office. I'mnot saying it's bad because
exactly the things that Secietary of State Beermann and others
mentioned this state does need todo. But the fact of the
matter is that, you know, wecan.. .there's got to be some way we

can do this w thout spending $80,000 of new nobney and eventually
spendi ng hundreds of thousands of dollars of pew mone for a
protocol office. ~ There aresinmply better things t%at we can
Spend our noney on In this state. And’ you knOW, the fact every
year ..two years ago when | ran for election, tnhe 27, 28, those
here today that ran for election, | know you went out there and
you said, | am against excessive spending in state government.
I prom seto do what | can to bring commn senseto spendingin
state government. And you sit there andyou say, | will do all
| can to make sure state government doesn't grow unnecessarily.
Vell, if you mean any of those things you sajd, you should vote
to kill this bi 11, because if you don' t,and if you vote this
LB 177 and eventually pass it, it's going to grow and there will
be further unnecessary expenditures by the gtate. Now, Senator
McFarland asked me to respond how could we do all the things
that Secretary of State Beermann mentioned and | granted that
some of those are...you know, yuy take a little work but | think
with a little effort it could be done. As Lieutenant Governor
Ni chol came in when he came in in a neutral capacity for this
bill, you know, |ast year after the Governor vetoed LB 295A, ghe
came back and said with a little bit of tine this could be done
in the Lieutenant Governor's office. | know there has been some
ﬁeopl e that say this...youknow, when people...when these
igh-powered people come to the State of Nebraska, the thing
they want to see usually is the Unicaneral. That's  what they
want to see because we're a little odd here in Nebraska. |
nmean, however you want to say that, we're the oddballs , they
want to come and see the Unicaneral. nd. because of that. the
protocol officer should not be underneath the Vernor's aim. it
shoul d be underneath the legislative agm. Well, if you put’ it
underneath the Lieutenant Governor, he is the President of the
Uni cameral Legislature, so what a nore obvious place to put ijt.
Now, regardl ess of what you think of Bill Ni chol or Don MG nley
or Roland Luedtke, or whoever it is, that's the way it should be

handled. | mean, if the Governor makes this g priorit | nean
if you' re comng froma different state and you have 1 he second
person in comand wel coming you, whatelse do you want? He's

the Lieutenant Governor of the gstate. That's the |ogical place

551



