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important to any subsequent foreign trade r ela t i o n s . Th i s b i l l
was heard by the Government Committee a few weeks ago. We had
an excellent hearing. There were n o op pon e n t s t o t h i s b i l l
w hatsoever . Th e pr op o n e n t s o f t h e b i l l , i f you l ook i n y ou r
Bill Book, were...in addition to myself, were Secretary of State
B eerr.ann, S t a t e T r e a s u re r F r a n k N a r s h , a Nr . Ot t o son , wh o has
been active in the hosting of foreign visitors to our s tate , an d
also, although he could not appear, there was written testimony
of support for the Protocol Act b y f o r me r Nayo r a nd f o r m e r
Lieutenant Governor Roland Lued t k e . A l l o f t he se i nd i v i du a l s
have talked with me. All of them have expressed t he m a n d a t o r y
nature of having a protocol office in our state if we are going
to promote foreign trade, if we are going to promote businesses
that are operated or, in part,owned by foreign dignitaries to
locate he r e i n Neb r a s k a , such as the Kawasaki plant and o t he r
such plants to try to get some type of economic development in
the state. I would urge the passage of this bill. Y ou m ig h t
take a look at the larger sheet that I have passed out because
it contains some appropriate comments, I think, from Secretary
of State Beermann and from State Treasurer Marsh. Secreta r y o f
State Beermann says that he has supported the bi ll and c i t ed
examples of how lack of coordination has resulted in shuffled,
unanswered co r r e spondence and embar r a s s i n g b r e ac h e s i n cu s t om s
o r l ang u a ge . He said, we' re in a global economy now, we are
getting a lot of visitors who come to Nebraska for many reasons.
Except for volunteers who give a lot of tim e and money and
e f f o r t , we end up many times embarrassed. Take a l o ok at h i s
memo. There are a number of examples and r e f e r en c e s t o where
because we do not know the customs and the way to host foreign
visitors we made egregious errors in the type of hosting that we
do in the State of Nebraska. If we had a protocol office, t h i s
w ouldn' t h app e n . Secretary of St ate Narsh em p h a s i z e d t he
importance of Ne braska b usines s . . . t o Neb r a sk a busines s o f
estab l i s h i n g g ood foreign relations. He said, we didn't step
out of lincoln today, we step out in the world; let's not forget
t hat g o v e r n or s c o me and go b u t g l ob a l involvement goes on
forever. Fran kly, this bill carries a fiscal note o f $ 8 0 , 0 0 0 .
I think that's the maximum amount that t hi s b i l l wou l d co st .
That was Senator Johnson's estimate last year and I h a v e a n ot e
xf you woul d l i k e t o see it where he said this would be the most
that this program would cost. Eighty thousands dollars, t o me ,
zs the best m oney that thisstate could invest in the type of
economic development and promotion of good relationships with
foreign countries and with foreign dignitaries. S enator N o o r e ,
I under s t a nd , h as a mot io n t h at wi l l b e f o l l owi ng t o kill this
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