
January 30 , 1 98 9 LB 177

SENATOR NcFARLAND: T hank y o u, Nr . Pr esi d e n t . LB 177 i s
designated as the Protocol Act for the State of Nebraska You
may recall that this act was passed last year by a major i t y o f
the members of t his legislative body late in thesession . I t
was passed at the urging of Senator Vard Johnson who has, as you
know, resigned and is not present with us today. But i t was
vetoed , I be l i ev e , even vetoed after the session was ove r s o
there was no chance for reconsideration on t h e b i l l . A s a
result of that, I had become interested in this particular area
of our state courtesy and hospitality because I ha ve h o st ed
foreign visitors to our state, primarily through the Mayor's
office. They have a program for international f r i e nd sh i p and ,
as a result of that, many of the foreign visitors are i n t e r e st e d
i n v i s i t i ng t h e Leg i s l at u r e to find.out about our Unicameral
form of government and I have participated in that program and I
vc ted in favor of the Protocol Act l ast y ea r and , f o r t h at
reason, I have reintroduced the same thing this year again t o b e
c onside red b y t h i s b od y . I have passed out a number of handouts
f o r you t o con s i de r . I trust that you have had the chance to
survey Secretary of State Allen Beermann's memorandum. It is
rather lengthy so you may not have read all of it. But i f yo u
are interested in all the various problems t ha t hav e occ u r r ed
because we do not have a protocol office in this - ta te , y ou c an
read his memorandum. I can tell you that almost all of the
states in our country have a protocol office established to host
foreign vi..; ' mrs and I can tell you also t hat t h e r e a r e
approximately 20 to 30 of the largest cities in our country have
a protocol officer as well. Our state does not have a p r o t o co l
of f i c e r , h a s n eve r had a protocol officer and I think we have
suffered for that. You might read Secretary of State Beermann's
memo for that explanation. Basically, this LB 177 would promote
international exchanges between foreign count r i e s a n d t he Stat e
of Nebraska. The exportation of Nebraska products is critical
to the health of the state's economy and to successfully promote
Nebraska products in international markets the state must pursue
an aggressive policy in international exchanges between f ore i g n
dignitaries and state officials. This b i l l , a s I sa i d , would
create a protocol office for the state to co ordinate v i s i t s
between state officials and foreign visitors. Histo r i c a l l y ,
such visits have been planned on an ad hoc b as i s wi t h l i t t l e
coordinations between the agency and offices involved. There
h ave al so b een p r ob l em s encountered wi t h paym ent for
entertaining foreign dignitaries and the purchase of appropriate
gifts or m ementos for the sta e visits and t h i s b i l l wou l d
attempt to alleviate this problem since successful visits are
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