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this time. I wa sn't aware of this. I had never e ven t h o u ght
much about this. Maybe I' ve been told this somewhere along the
line, but I really didn't ever think too much about this. Now
i t ' s not going to affect me anymore, but there are sure a lot
of...it may effect my grandchildren. A nd I a m con c e r ne d abou t
the lives that my...the kind of life that my grandchild may
live. This causes...alcohol, the effect on the fetus "an cause
physical, mental or behavioral defects. And there are different
kinds of degrees of this. I t d e pends upon t h e t i m e i n t he l i f e
of the child as it's in the mother's body, what kinds of defects
there will be. The intent of the bill is to help in t he w h o le
education process to raise awareness. Cities lik e
Washington, D.C. and New York City do require this posting and,
in fact, after one year of the posting of this sign i n N ew Y o r k
City there was a 14 percent increase in awareness on the part of
the public. So that shows y ou t h at t he sign i sn ' t as
insignificant as some of us like to make it out to be, a nd i t
may be of great assistance to some people. As I' ve mentioned to
you, this is a part of an educational program, it's a part of an
awareness program. There is a packet that is being put out b y
ARC which can be used by schools, it can be used by clubs and
organizations to help educate people about the concerns that we
do have for fetal alcohol syndrome. T he ot he r d a y I p ass e d o u t
a sheet to you that had a number of comments about the problem.
Now I can't find it. I suppose by now, because I assumed that
we were g o i n g t o . . . oh , some people d o st i l l h ave i t . Very good ,
thank you. The facts that are listed on your sheet , I won ' t
enumerate those to you right now. You had a c h a nce t o s e e t h e m
yesterday, you have them in your bill books. You can l ook at
them to see some of the things that they are talking about here.
We now know that fetal alcohol syndrome leads the other two
leadin g k i nd s o f mental retardation, Down's syndrome and
spina bifida. This one leads them. In Nebraska a l o n e , w e k n o w
that there can range anywhere between 20 to 75 cases a year . We
know that in 1986 alone there were 84 new cases of fetal alcohol
syndrome children that were born. And this, if you don't care
about l i f e , I kn ow that some of you care about dollars, then
t hink of the cost to s ociety to care f o r t hose c h i l d r en
throughout their lives, and think of the loss to that child and
to that family about something that could have b een p re v e n t e d .
I ask your support for this bill.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Notion on the desk, Nr. Clerk.

CLERK: Nr. President, Senator Robak would move to indefinitely
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