January 27, 1989 LB 70

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thank you. The question is the adoption of
the comm ttee anendnents to LB 70. Those in favox vote aye,
opposed nay. Record, please.

CLERK: 26 eyes, 0 nays, M. President, on adoption of the
comm ttee anendnents.

SPEAKER BARRETT: The conmittee amendnents are adopted. sepator
Smith, we' re back to the bill as anended.

SENATOR SM TH: Mr. Speaker, menbers of the body, this bill
would simply require that all retail establishments post a gjgn

in a conspicuous place, which sinply reads, warning, drinki n’g
al coholic beverages during pregnancy can cause birth defects.

And, as |'ve said, the sign will be djistributed, printed,
publi shed and distributed by the Liquor Comm ssion. All  they
have to do is just post the sign. There are really twoparts to
this bill, though. The other part that hasn't had any coverage
at all is a part that would allow the Liquor Conmission to
provide sets of the commi ssion's rules and regul ations gng
copies of the Nebraska |jquor Commission's Control Act to

persons regulated by the act to them. Thenthey are also
allowed to charge a reasonable fee for the material to cover

printing and postage and a cash fund is established in order for

themto be able to do this. This was originally a part of
LB911. As you know, 911 was struck down, gndwe have another
bill that is comng in the committee which will deal with that
i ssue. But this was added to this bill in gr4er for them to
allow...be allowed to do this nmuch. Thebil | itself is needed.
This is not a funny issue, this is 5 serious issue. And |
appreciate the support that I' ve had fromfolks on the floor
this morning. For anyone to stand and tal k about the fact that
this is not going to do anything, howdo we knowwhat it wﬂl
do? If it saves one life from being doomed to mental
retardati on, it should be well worth it. ‘fwe care about life
in here at all, | can't understand How anyone on this floor

could not vote for this piece of legislation on the prem se that
It"'S not going to do anything. W don't know what it can do.

We don't know how many lives will be changed because of the fact
that some friend, or sone fanily member, jf not the pregnant
woman herself, in a bar, maybebefoxe a child is even...comes

intothe mnd of a potential parent, reads the sign and

remenbers that statement who was not educated to the concern
that there is for the effects of alcohol 4, the fetus before

509



