
J anuary 27 , 1 9 8 9 LB 70

S PEAKER BARRETT: Th a n k y o u . The question is the adoption of
the committee amendments to LB 70. Those i n f avo x vo t e ay e ,
o pposed nay . Re c o rd , p l e a s e .

CLERK: 26 ey es , 0 nays, Mr. President, on adoption of the

SPEAKER BARRETT: The committee amendments are adopted. Senator
Smith, we' re back to the bill as amended.

SENATOR SMITH: Mr. Speaker, members of the body, t hi s b i l l
would s i mply req u i r e t h at al l r e t ai l e st ab l i shm ents p o s t a sign,
i n a con sp i c u ou s p l ace , which simply reads, warning, drinking
alcoholic beverages during pregnancy can cause bi r t h d efec t s .
And, as I ' ve sa i d , t he sign will be distributed, printed,
published and distributed by the Liquor Commission. Al l t he y
have to do is just post the sign. There are really two parts to
this bill, though. The other part that hasn't had any coverage
at all is a part that would a l l o w t h e Li q uo r Commission to
provide sets of th e commission's rules and regulations and
c opies o f t he Neb r a s k a Liquor Commission's Control Act t o
persons r eg u l at e d by t he act to th em . The n they are also
allowed to charge a reasonable fee for the material to co ver
printing and postage and a cash fund is established in order for
t hem to be a ble to do this. T his was originally a part of
LB 911. As y o u k n ow, 91 1 was s t ru c k d o wn , a nd we h a v e ano t h e r
b i l l t h at i s comi n g i n t h e co mmi t t e e w h i c h w i l l d ea l wi t h t h at
issue. But this was added to this bill in o rder for them t o
allow...be allowed to do this much. T he b i l l i t se l f i s n eed e d .
This is not a funny issue, this is a se r i o us i ssue . And I
appreciate the support that I' ve had from folks on the floor
t hi s mo r n i n g . For anyone to stand and talk about the fact that
t hi s i s n ot g oi ng t o d o an y t h i n g , h o w d o w e k n o w what i t wi l l
do? I f i t save s one l i f e f r om b ei ng doomed to mental
r eta r d a t i o n, i t sho u l d b e we l l wo r t h i t . I f we c a r e a b ou t l i f e
in here at all, I can't understand h ow a n y on e on t h i s f l oo r
could not vote for this piece of legislation on the premise that
i t ' s not going to do anything. We don't know what it can do.
We don't know how many lives will be changed because of the fact
that some friend, or some family member, if not the p regnant
woman h e r s e l f , i n a b a r , m a ybe b e f o x e a ch i l d i s ev en . . . co mes
into the mind of a potential parent, r eads t h e s i gn and
remembers that statement who was not educated to the concern
that there is for the effects of alcohol on the fetus before

committee amendments.
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