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to the point where we talk about the bill yet,a nd here we a r e
on amendments to kill the bill and everything else I hear is
coming up. By the way, this is part of an education effort. It
' s only a part of it. ARC has taken the time and expense f r om
their organization to put together a pa cket which includes
something that will go into high schools for young people, so
that is being done as a part of this whole education concern
that they do have; three pieces of publication for them t o p u t
out in a h igh school for young people. I t ' s a pa r t , only a
part, and ' know this is a small part. B ut, p e op le , h o w can y o u
sit her e a n d b e co n c e r n ed a nd v o t e against something t hat may
save a c hild fr om be coming mentally retarded? As simpl e a s
sticking up a sign that doesn't cost a retailer a cent. I f t h e y
have a lot of signs on their wall, what is one more sign going
to do, and in the hope that some friend or family member of a
pregnant woman or a woman who may become pregnant some day wil l
receive enlightenment and will know that, hey,she shou l dn ' t
d rink when sh e ' s p r e g nant .

S PEAKER BARRETT: Th a n k y o u . Y ou were u s i n g S e n a t o r Scofi e l d ' s
balance of t ime, Senator Smith,and in the natural order yours
is the next light. Senator Smith, would you care to continue on

S ENATOR SNITH: W e)1, we' re talking about the a mendment and I
wouid have saved all of my discussion for the bill itself. But
it seems as though, as I said, we' ve gotten the horse ahead o f
the cart and we' re discussing the bill before we ever get to it
here with the amendments. The amendment simply w as t o r e mo v e
the requirement for retailers to h ave to pay the cost of
printing the sign that would be hung in t h eir e stablishment,
and, by the way, mailed to them at not their expense. That i s
what the amendment simply does. But I would go on then and just
tell you that it is simply posting a sign. It's a part o f an
educat i on p r og r am . There i s a l l k i nd s o f ev i de nce we k now. We
can talk about the number of incidences that have oc cu r r e d i n
Nebraska . I n 19 86 , alone, they know that there were 84 cases of
fetal alcohol syndrome, and the devastation to the lives of
t hose peop l e . It costs approximately $40,000 a year for a child
to be cared for in Beatrice. Over the life span of t hat c h i l d
they estimate that it would cost about $2 million to societ y t o
care for that child. Even if you forget the heartache and t h e
h eartb r ea k and the loss to the life of the child and to the
family, you still have the cost of caring for these children.
And such a small thing as this, to save even one life, s hould b e

y our own t i m e ?
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