
January i7 , 1 98 9 LB 70

committee amendments because I do think it makes the bill a
little better. But I'm going to oppose the bill when we get to
that issue. Th~nk you, Mr. President.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Th ank y ou . Furthe r d i scu ss i on on t h e
conuait te e a mendments? Senator P i r sc h .

S ENATOR PlRSCH: T h ank you, Nr . S p e aker . I have to respectfully
disagree with Senator Hall. You don't necessarily have to drink
alcohol when you go into a bar, Senator Hall. I n f a ct , I k now
those mothers whc wish to become pregnant and are pregnant who
can still go w ith the group into the bar,t hey don' t ha v e t o
order alcohol, they certainly have a lot of other options. What
we are t r y i n g t o d o , with the notice provision, is kind of l ike
the cigarette warning. As you pointed out, the smoker who buys
the pack is warned, but that has had a gr eat i mpact on t he
number of smokers in the United Statesand has gone down every
y ear. Le s s smokers every ye ar . It is because it was a point of
discussion, because it is before you every time you see that
cigarette package that many people have quit and that many
pregnant women consciously stop smoking, stop drinking while
they are pregnant. It is a certain amount of awareness. I
certainly didn't know this when I was carrying my children. And
even an i nt e l l i gen t , with it senator, l i k e Se na t o r Sc o f i e l d ,
admitted th a t it i s on l y when i t i s shown t o y ou and
demonstrated to you that you become aware of the pr eventable
cause of mental r etarda t i o n . So , with that, I support the
amendment and certainly agree with Senator Hartnett t ha t i t
should b e i n al l o f t h ose p l ace s and h ope t h at y ou wi l l
consider , t r u e , maybe a small impact, but any i m p ac t wi l l b e
helpful to the c ause of mental retardation and t h e o t h er
problems that accompany the fetal alcohol syndrome. With that,
I urge your support for this amendment.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Tha n k you . Senator Scofield.

SENATOR SCOFIELD: Nr . Sp eak e r , I wanted t o j u s t exp a n d a l i t t l e
bit on what Senator Pirsch, I think, has already started on and
again reiterate what a good bill I t hink this i s and how
cost-effective it is, in fact, even though we' ve heard it is
not. A few years ago we had a special education study and on e
of the most i nteresting t hings that w a s shown t o u s , at a
retreat that we had, was a video tape with a doctor up at t h e
Ned Center, I hope I'm correct about his name, I t h i n k i t was
Dr. Buehler. Ny apologies to the doctor , i f I ' m i nco r r e c t .
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