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McFarland .

SENATOR WARNER: My inquiry, and I g av e t ho u g ht , and I do n ' t
recall if the rules provide it, but one of the things that has
troubled me for a long time is that if a call of t he h o u s e i s
made prior to a closing, it denies the opportunity to the
membership, as a whole, to hear both sides of an i ssue , and I
don't know if the r ules permit.. . I j u s t d o n o t r ec a l l i f t he
rules permit the use of a call of the house to hear a c l os i ng
argument rather than for purposes of the vote on the issue. So
it is a point of order at the timing for a call of the house.

S PEAKER BARRETT: T h a n k y o u . In this particular instance, the
Chair is of the opinion that the call of the house is not. in
order at this point but would be very happy to offer that to the
body following closing by Senator McFarland, if t hat i s h i s
wish. Sena tor McFarland. T he Ch a i r r ecog n i z e s Senator

SENATOR McFARLAND: Maybe the Clerk should indicate what I am
discussing now as far as the motion, I assume the motion is up
t here .

SPEAKER BARRETT: Mr. C l e r k .

ASSISTANT CIERK: Mr. President, Senator McFarland is moving to

SENATOR McFARLAND: Thank you. This is a nice time to do this.
This is the first item that is being heard today. A lot of
people checked in, and when I checked with the Clerk, there were
only 36 or 37 members within the Legislature. T his requi re s a
v ote o f 25 pe o p l e in order to get it pas sed. I t see ms
particularly appropriate to ask for a ca ll of the house to
explain the situation so people a ren' t r un n i n g i n h e re and
voting and not knowing what they are voting about. Senator
Knrshoj just says we always do that. H e is p r obably r i g h t . Now
as far as the call of the house, and that i s . . . I don't always
ask, I usually am reluctant to ask for a call of the house
unless the vote is not there. There has been some dispute about
this. The r e i s a question about whether t his sho u l d be
rereferred. I don't think it is a major issue but the fact of
the matter is for members to understand what the bill i s ab o u t
it seems appropriate that they would be here to hear the closing
because many of them are out starting their day doing other
things. Now as far as the procedure of having the ability to
call...have a call of the house, that has been something that I

overrule t h e C ha i r .
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