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SPEAKER BARRETT: Thank you. The Chair recognizes Senator
McFarland, please.

SENATOR McFARLAND: Thank you, M. President desk, for
those of you who arrived early, is a little mam)rar\{gumth was
distributed to members of the c|ty council. It has to do with
LB 225 and whether that bill is, in'fact, an educatjon bill or a
bill that is concerned with zoning or wi th city limts. This
LB 225, has gotten a little publicity, at |east in the Lincoln
papers, because it deals with the concept of choice in
educat i on. In some ways, it iskind of a mini-LB 183 that

Senator Baack introduced. Senator Baack introduced a concept
that parents should have the option to send their children to
what ever public school district they want to. This bil |l is

smaller form of that because it pertai ns speC|f|caIIy to the

City of Lincoln. The proposal in 225 is rso
lives in the three-mile zoning boundary around trh/e C|ety rllm\IN%

of Lincoln should be able to opt into the Lincoln Public
systens if they transfer their property into the Lincoln %cnool
District for tax purposes. The bill is, in part, introduced py
me because of the absurd situations we get into somat|mes her e

in the City of Lincoln where you have ma
only two or three mles froma Li ncoatn Purgll éc ool , )J'Vn'eay

just live just outside the city limts, but because of th W
school districts boundaries go, they end up having to travel 1@
15, 20 miles to get their children to Malcolmor to Norris or to
Waverly or some of the other surrounding school districts. he
the bill came back fromthe billdrafters, the change thatV\ft 4
been made was not in the education |aws, but because it ., ,
do with zoning, it was put in the zoning | aws, al though | thi nk

it is really an education issue. Thatis why | have asked that

it be rereferenced to the Education Conmmittee. | sent a nmeno
around to you earlier, | trust that maybe you have read
explaining ~ the situation and how it all came about. Inthe
Education Conmittee, the Education Comm ttee has g|read heard
the choice in educationbill that Senator Baack an Senator
Bernard-Stevens introduced. The Education Committee has als

heard a bill by Senator Warner that has to do with [imting th

choi ce of persons whose property may pe divided by a school
district boundary because, at the present time, that fanily has
a choice of sending their children to two different school

distri cts if they have property |ocated inboth districts.
Senator Varner's bill would say you take where ority of
the property is or where the residence is and that is 1! he school
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