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think it's good that finally we' re having a discussion of just
what is done and what is entailed when the state mandates a
certain thing to be published, then attenpts to determne how
much i s going to be charged for that publication. and here is
what |'mtrying to say, the newspaper is not owned by tﬁe state

it is not licensedby the state, it's supposedly a4 private
entrepreneurial enterprise, able to charge whatever the traffic
wi Il bear and conpetition keeps the prices down and all of that.

What the state might be in a position of having to do, and it
takes an issue like this to bring it to our attention, is |imt

the amounts of things and the types of things that are required

by law to be published. The newspapers have, some of them have
survived because of the numbers of things that are required by
| aw to be published in a paper of general circulation in the
county. | nstead of worrying about how nmuch is charged per Iine,

as we _arein this particular instance, ye ought to | ook at the
entire issue and we ought to stop requiring so much to be
published. There are some essential things, maybe when a
governnent body is going to nmeet, ajthough some papers don' t
print that. Maybe the only things that should be (equired to be
printed, by law, are those that pertain to |egal actions, thgse

matters that are before a court and where notification pmust be

given to the parties. Other than that, don't require the
publication of anything and the newspapers won't even come to us
with these kinds of issues. I f the state tried to grder a

certain  throng to be printed, that could, perhaps, be considered
an abridgnment of the freedom of the newspaper to print or to
refrain fromprinting what they choose. \hat is bei ng di scussed
here is that should a paper decide to print these noticesgyg
the |law does not require the paper to print them gpoyda paper
decide to print them this is the maxi rum that can charged.
If a paper | ooks at that maxi num and says | do not want “t hat
anpunt, then they sinply won'O print it. 1f we arrive at a
situation where no paper in the county will print for that
anount, t_he proviso s_hould be added to any law requiring
publicat ion is something to the effect that if no paper of
general circulation in the county will publish tpe notice for
the amount specified in statute, such npotice need not be
published. Then you will hear a different cry from the
newspapers. But | think that is the approach that would be
better than the one that we' re taking here. And by here | mean
the amendment which | voted to adopt and the att'enpt to put in
statute what can be charged. Weneedto go back to the first
question of what is being required to be noticed by way of the
newspaper.
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