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think it's good that finally we' re having a discussion o f j u st
what i s done and wha t is entailed when the state mandates a
certain thing to be published, then attempts to determine how
much is going to be charged for that publication. And her e i s
what I'm trying to say, the newspaper is not owned by the s tat e ,
it i s n ot l i c en s ed by t he state, it's supposedly a p r i v at e
entrepreneurial enterprise, able to charge whatever the traffic
will bear and competition keeps the prices down and all of that.
What the state might be in a position of having to d o, and i t
takes an issue like this to bring it to our attention, is limit
the amounts of things and the types of things that are r equi r e d
by law to be published. The newspapers have, some of them, have
survived because of the numbers of things that are r equi red b y
law to be published in a paper of general circulation in the
county. Instead of worrying about how much is charged per line,
as we ar e in this particular instance, we ought to look at the
entire issue and we ought to stop requiring so m uch t o b e
published. Ther e ar e s ome e ssential t hings , ma y b e when a
government body is going to meet, although some papers don' t
print that. Maybe the only things that should be requi r ed t o b e
printed, by law, are those that pertain to legal actions, those
matters that are before a court and where notification must b e
given to the parties. Other than th at, don't require the
publication of anything and the newspapers won't even come to us
with these kinds of issues. I f the state tried t o o rder a
c erta i n throng to be printed, that could, perhaps, be considered
an abridgment of the freedom of the newspaper to print o r to
refrain from printing what they choose. What is being discussed
here is that should a paper decide to print these noticesand
the law does not require the paper to print them, s hould a p a p e r
decide to print them, this is the maximum that can b e ch a r g e d .
If a p aper looks at that maximum and says I do not want that
amount, then they simply won'0 print it. If we a rrive a t a
situation where no p aper in the c ounty will print for that
amount, the proviso should be ad d e d t o any l aw r eq u i r i n g
p ubl i c a t i on i s somet h i n g to the e ffect that if no paper of
general circulation in the county will publish the notice for
the amount specified in statute, such n ot ic e n e ed no t b e
publ i s h ed . Th en y ou wi l l hear a d i fferent cry f rom t h e
n ewspapers . But I think that is the approach that would be
better than the one that we' re taking here. And by her e I me an
the amendment which I voted to adopt and the attempt to put in
statute what can be charged. W e need t o g o b ac k to the f irst
question of what is being required to be noticed by way of the
newspaper.
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