January 26, 1989 LB 29B

woul d nove to amend the bill, M. President. Senator, would you
like me to read the amendment or...? (Read Habernman amendnent.
See page 454 of the Legislative Journal.)

SENATOR L. JOHNSON: The Chair recognizes Senator Haberman.

SENATOR HABERMAN: M. President, menbers of the body, there s
a story behind this amendnent and | would like to take the tinme
to explain it to you. Quite a few nonths ago | becane concerned
about where, why and how rules and regul ati ons are published in
the paper and throughout the state. So in doing gq.|
di scovered, and if you | ook on page2 of the handout, |
di scovered that over half of the agencies do not, gnd| repeat,

. ) ) is obviously the
bi ggest newspaper in the state. They obviously go to every nook

and cranny in the state. However, over half the state agencies

asked was, why? Because | thought sonmewhere there was a gstatute
that says that they should. So upon further investigation, if
you turn to the fourth letter or page in your handout, Allen

for constitutional amendnents proposed by
the Legisl,ature and they do not. he does not use it for any
initiative or referendum petitions,a|th0ugh he is directed by
the law to publishin all of the weeklies and daily newspapers
this notice. And he is directed by law that he is to pay
32 cents per line, but he does not publishit in t he
Wo ~ e =~ pecause they charge nuch nore than 32 cents a line.
And he does not want to have any liabi lity against his of fice
for paying nore than the law says. Nowal so in your pamphlet

) ) themselves, and
they state in their letters that they do not have a | egal rat e

schedule because it has always been their policy to charge the
regular line rate. Thereare two letters in there that state

t hat . Also in your pamphlet onthe last pageis the legal
statu~e that sets the rates a newspaper shall charge. So not
knowing where to go, | got the Attorney General involved and |

wrote and asked his opinion. Tpe first letter says, while you
are correct that the statute does place into |aw the | egal rate

for public notices, there is currently no way t¢o enforce that
statute criminally as there are no cri mi nal sanctions or
penalties for variances of the statute. So in visiting with the
Attorney General, | asked himhow could we correct this. Andhe
said, Rex, he said, it's real sinple. All you do is put an
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