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additional plates that: can be attached that may indicate a
variety of things that the state wants to honor, which is
appropriate, that the state wi shes to honor the qgwner of t hat
vehicle for some past service. But it seems to ne that that can
be done on a separate plate that would be authorized and
attached on those vehicles where it was appropriate rather than
using the method of pumerically identifying the owner of a
vehicl e through a nunber and a registration. And that would be
a more appropriate way to address these issues rather than a
variety of official plates so issued.

SENATOR L. JOHNSON: Thank you, Senator Warner. Further
di scussi on, Senator Landis is recognized.

SENATOR LANDIS: Thank you, Nr. Speaker. A Jjttle while ago
Ernie said, listen, if youyagree Witf? me, then tlns I's your t ﬂe
to vote with me. | wound up voting with Ernie but | don't agree
with his reasons so |'m standing up and trying to explain ny own
reason which is different. |f the rhetoric wasn't as wjlqg, |

think I woul d have just sat down heregnd cast ny vote but I,

too, want to explainit. The purpose of these plates are, I

think, = to —honor a certain _ kind of sacrifice, fair
characterization? Purple Hearts, DAV, veterans generally tryin

to recogni ze the sacrifice that an individual has paid on be%al?
of society in war time. And the%‘ ve trickled in and I've pad
this little frown on ny brow but | haven't said anythi ng about
it, and now that the gates are kind of opening up and sone 5
coming in, | guess it's 3 |jttle wuntimely nowto make the
argument, but the difficulty I' ve got is pot whether a plate
should or should not be used to do this, it's what role we have
as a society to play in the recognition of sacrifice. | think
there is two aspects to it. One is a public aspect in which we
remenber the significance of war and the gacrifice of war and
one is aprivate recognition of the pain that that has caused.
In one sense we' ve tried to conpensate for personal pain by such

things as VA hospitals and educational loans. | (hink that is
reasonable. We wouldn' t, | think, force sonebody to put a decal
on their wi ndow saying, | used the G.l. Bill, |'veused a VA
hospital . We woul dn't push somebody into |acognizing thensel ves
in that form I't has been a private and a con9i entl al exchange
butone that we've meant to reach out and recognize that
sacrifice . O the public side, | think the way that we should

do this, rather than plates, gare cerenpnies that we all share in
and cerenonies that don't distinguish petween the people who
have sacrificed because that is what we are doing here. e re
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