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county. It is true, like Senator Schmit says, that it foll ows
t he | and. I ageewith that, but | canrenenber vividly how
many thousands of dollars we had to write off at the county
level in times past because taxes weren't paid. Peoplethat owe
them | eave the country,and what happens, I don't know. Now,

admittedly, legitinately Yandovvners have probl ens. You talk
about the 14 percent, but we are getting to the point now where
it is going to be cheaper to let that money go, and let the
county carryyour interest rate than it is to borrow t he noney.

If we have just a little bit more interest, increase in
interest, you are going to seethat nore and nor e. It was
rampant a fes. .ears ago when we had 18 to 20 percent interest
how many peop " let that go. So the systemis abused both ways.

Nany cases now, people don't know that their taxes are
del i nquent wuntil they read themin the paper because of the

escrow account. Companies don't pay, insurance conpani es, come
the first of Nay, or those that are holding those in escrow
account, not necessarily insurance, but banks and ot her places,

will hold that nmoney and use it as long as they can. For one
reason or another, they may not even pay the taxes when they are
due And so it is a cash flow managenment deal that isthere,

and this, when people have paid in an escrow account over the
year and then not have their tax pay.,paynents. Nany tines
they don't know this until they read in the paper that they have
del i nquent taxes. As far as increasing cost to the county, |
deny that because any increase in printing.  cost of printing
wi Il be borne by the taxpayer, thensel ves. Ny estimate is that

this would increase the cost of printing approxi mtely

20 percent and not 50 percent. |f you take, depending on h
many |ines that a property description takes, you can sinply ag\g

t hat . If itisthreelines, it would be a third increase. ¢
it is four lines, it would be a 25 percent. If it is five
lines, it woul d be a 20 percent 1Increase, Oné one.addij tlonal
line. In addition to that, if we are only spen Yng, in t e case
of ny county, $2,700, that, | can't see how an newspaper is
goirg to necessarily get rich on that; $2,70g is not much of a
printing cost in relation to $500, 000 in delinquent taxes, and
nearly that much, $396,000 that are over a year old. AndIl know

that some of those taxes, | admit, | goofed, | should have gone
back to '83, and '84, and '85, and | would predict that at |east
1 percent, 1 percentof a millionis $120,000. | know that s

not big noney to everybody but it is to me, and| think anything
that we can do to inprove the performance of profl ciency and the
efficiency of our government, whether it be school or |ocal,
shoul d be sonething that we should consider. so | don't think
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