
January 25, 19 89 LB 134

specific program, the JUNP Program. I said, explain this to me,
and for someone with my background, which is limited in the area
of mathematics and who struggled to get through algebra and
geometry and trigonometry in high school, it clearly made sense
to me. I think some of the concerns that have been raised by
Senator Schmit, with regard to are we starting early enough and
is ' t something that doesn't need to be addressed p r i o r t o e ven
secondary education, I think those are things that we n ee d t o
address in the future. But I think this program, w hen you l o o k
at the statistics that show the improvement that h as t ake n
place, just in that last year of high school,clearly states
that it is one we need to support. The othe r d a y a b o ut , I gu e ss
last Saturday or the Saturday before that„ don't remember which,
I was asked to come out and talk to. .. it was about 60 to 75
mathematics teachers from all over the state who were in Omaha
to specifically learn and be taught the process within the JUNP
Program an d t h ey we r e very enthusiastic about it. I t w a s
something that I found exciting to see a number of these high
school t eac h er s who would give up their weekend to learn this
process so that they could pass it on to their students and have
them as well trained as possible before entering the college or
the university level. S o I think that it is something that a
very small amount of money, with re g a rd t o t h e A b i l l t hat i s
attached, it is something that is very well spent. I t h i n k y o u
can clearly see the results when you look at how t h ese s ame
students test out a fter they' ve been through this program and
the level at which they are able to enter the university system.
So, with that, I may not totally agree that the A bill ought to
be attached. I think it is an important enough program that the
university ought to, out of their budget, be able to fund it.
But, if we need to pay for it in this manner, I guess w e n e e d
to. But I think it is important enough that we appropriate the
money in this fashion because it is a very worthwhile program
and one that I think we all should support. Thank you ,

S PEAKER BARRETT: T h ank y o u . Senator Cr o s b y , p l eas e .

SENATOR CROSBY: Nr. President and members, thank you very much.
I , t o o , s u p p or t L B 1 3 4 . Nathematics is becoming more a nd m o r e
important as we come to the nineties and the year 2000. I know,
fromm personal experience, I know of students who come up,
literally, the day before g r ad u a t i o n an d r eal i z e t he y a r e
lacking a credit in math because they didn't understand in high
school, or didn't pay attention that they had to take 90C, as i t
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