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SENATOR SCOFIELG: Th is is the best...one of the few programs,
one of the best that I have seen, and it has come out of the
educational system itself. This is spearheaded by mathematics
teachers who have recognized this as a p r ob l e m a nd hav e
championed this as a way to address that problem.

SENATOR SCHNIT: It seem s to me that the program may be
satisfactory but, of course, it's on a very limited basis which
lets out of the system a great many students who probably need
some testing. But I think that there ought to be something more
done to encourage that mathematics instruction throughout the
system. I don ' t know that we need to really emphasize it at
this point, at this late point in life. Certainly somewhere,
somewhere along the line there is going to have to be additional
emphasis upon these kinds of skills. The society today demands
better mathematics proficiency and, of course, I'm afraid that
we all recognize we just don't have it. But I would have to
say, Senator Scofi'eld, in all honesty, that, in my opinion, the
need for this kind of a program does n ot speak well for t h e
educational program which we have in our high school system
today. And I'm probably going to encourage some criticism,...

SPEAKER BARRETT: One minute.

SENATOR SCHNIT: ...probably justified, for that statement. But
certainly there has to be some sort of system embodied that will
encourage a c ro ss t h e sy st em improvement in the m athematical
instruction, or else this kind of program is going to be too
'ittle and too late. Thank you.

SPEAKER BARRETT: T h a n k y o u . Senator Hall, further d iscus s i o n
on the bill?

S ENATOR HALL : Thank y o u, N r . Pr e si d e n t , members. I rise in
support of LB 134 and the measure that Senator Scofield has
b rought be f o re t h e b od y . I happen to have had some personal
experience with the program as well, much in the same vein that
Sandy e x p r e s s ed . I was on a rather reluctant tour of the
university this fall, and it wasn't that I didn't want to go, it
is just that it took an awful lot of time and they asked for the
ent i r e d a y , b u t I d i d i t . I have to admit to you that it was a
whirlwind tour. But the one thing that did stick out in my mind
was the time that I spent with Jim Lewis and Don Miller at the
Mathematics Department on campus, and they talked about th i s
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