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this is most students take the bare minimum, in high school, of
what they are required to take in mathematics and then they move
on. I be l i eve r i ght now that is two years. S o you do t h e
testing process. And the reactions that we have had, both from
students a n d co unselors and math te ach e r s , ha s b een t ha t
students, unfortunately, don't pay a lot of attention sometimes
to their counselors, math teachers, parents o r whomever i s
saying maybe you should take more mathematics and the j unior
year is a critical year in that decision-making process. What
has been shown to happen is when they get this test result, from
a respecte'd outside so urce, often students on their own wi l l
conclude that they need more mathematics preparation and that
senior year is an opportunity to pick up on e . m ore y ea r that
otherwise they might not have had. Th i s w ould , o bviously , b e
geared more to college bound students who would be more l i k e l y
to have more math in the first place.

SENATOR SCHNIT: It's been a long time, Senator Scofield, since
I was personall y i n v o l ved i n b e i ng a student. But there was not
a great deal of impetus from myself to improve myself during
that time. I t hink that most of that encouragement I had came
from professors and from teachers, and most of them, fortunately
I guess, were not remiss in encouraging me to study math a nd
English and literature. But I guess that my principle concern
is this, and that is that we have a p r o gram h e r e whi ch will
probably point out some deficiencies. But I do not know, maybe
you know, what percentage of the students now enter in g t he
university system are not able to handle university caliber

SENATOR SCOFIELD: I can't tell you exact percentages, Senator
Schmit. But from the college professors that I' ve talked to,
and even though my experience at Chadron is getting a little
hazy, si n c e that ha s been a number of years, it seemed to me
that we saw an increasing number of students who c ame i n wi t h
ACT scores that indicated that they were weak in mathematics and
that we saw an increase in the likelihood of students to enroll
a t that r e media l l e v e l , which is , o b v i ously , expensive t o r un
those kinds of remedial courses and sets the student back o n h i s
career p a th .

SENATOR SCHNIT: What is being done in the educational system as
a whole , Se n a t or Scofield, to encourage the instruction of
additional mathematics courses in the early years of the system?Do you know of anythzng?

mathematics?
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