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S PEAKER BARRETT: Sen a t o r Ber n a r d - S te v e n s , a minute and a half.

SENATOR BERNARD-STEVENS: Thank you , N r . Pr e s i de n t , m embers o f
t he bo dy , I wi l l be b r i ef . One of the things t ha t h as be en
talked about, se;~ding a message to the people, one thing that
this bill does is send a message to o urse l v e s . Wh e n w e g o o n t o
our committees and we hear people come with their proposals, and
good proposals they are going to be, asking for mo ney to be
spent to support an expansion o f a p r og r a m o a new p r og r a m , one
of the things today we can ask o u r se l v es i s . . .

SPEAKER BARRETT: One minute.

SENATOR BERNARD-STEVENS: ...mentally, are we just going to say,
as we normally do zn committees, yes, this zs a viable program;
yes, this is a good program; let's send it to the floor and
debate i t on t he f l oo r beca u s e i t i s v i ab l e ? Or ar e w e g oi n g t o
start today saying we are seriously looking at taking funds from
general funding and putting it in property tax relief, with an
addi t i o n of wha t e v e r w e w i l l do on th e bi l l , wh i c h we wil l d o ?
Are we going to take that first step today? B ecause i f we d on ' t
have t h e co u r age i n this body to take the first step today,
knowing that we can make a better and improved bill as i t g oe s
,from infancy to graduation, i f y o u wi s h , on Fi n a l Read i ng , i f w e
d on' t ha v e t h e courage to do it today, how will we ever h a v e t h e
courage when the funding becomes spread out as it is going to be
in all of the other pr ograms? We are sending a message to
ourse l v e s , . . .

SPEAKER BARRETT: Time.

t he r u l e .

SENATOR BERNARD-STEVENS: . . .members . Th ank you .

SPEAKER BARRETT: Th a n k y ou . The que s t i o n be f o r e the
t he su sp e n s i o n of Rule 7, Section 3, subsection a.
f avor p l e a s e vo t e ay e , opposed nay . A r eco r d vote
r eques t ed . Have you all voted? Record, please.

CLERK: (Read re cord vote. See page 393 of the Legislative
Journa l . ) 20 aye s , 21 nay s , Nr . Pr e s i d ent , o n th e s u s p e n s i o n of

SPEAKER BARRETT: Notion fazls. Senator Withem,would yo u ca r e

body i s
T hose i n

h as be en

t o p r o c e ed , t h en ?
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