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c los ing , and t hen I would like to give Senator Chizek the
remainder of m y c losing t ime, i s I f i nd i t ver y , v er y
interesting that, and, again, I will pick on the university
because it is the big one that comes to mind, but you can say
social services, Department of Aging, arts, anything else we
fund, Department of Public Instituti~ns, anything else we fund,
whenever those folks come i n a nd a sk f o r an increased
appropr i a t i o n , we never say to them, yes, but identify your
revenue sour ce . W h e r e ar e we g o i n g t o raise the money to giv e
the university professors a salary increase? W here are we g o i n g
to raise the m oney to build a new computer center across the
street from here? Where are we going to raise t h e mone y to
remodel Cushing Auditorium? It is always assumed that within
the state budget there is room for those types of projects. The
budget can always grow to accommodate ongoing state government
projects. It is only in this area that is where the funding is
shared with property taxpayers, aid to sub iivisions, state aid
t o sch o o l s , st a t e a i d t o m u n i c ip a l i t i es , state aid to counties,
that we tell those people, fine, we would sure like to do it but
you tell us where we are going to r aise t h e r ev e n ues . I can s a y
this bill does not talk about raising revenues. If when it gets
out here on General file, you want to amend it, Senator Noore,
t o i nc l u d e a rev e n u e source in it, you are welcome to do that,
but I don't think it is absolutely necessary we t r e a t ou r
property taxpaye -s as if they are second class citizens. I
think it is important that we end that. With t h a t , I wou l d l i ke
to give Senator Chizek the remainder of my time.

S PEAKER BARRETT: S e n a t o r C h i z e k , about 2 I/2 minutes.

SENATOR CHIZEK: I wi l l be br i e f , and then if there is any t i me
left, I w ill yield it to Senator Bernard-Stevens. Just a f ew
brief comments, we hav e hea r d a l o t of conversation this
morning, but I th ink it i s c r i t i c a l , ab so l u t e l y c r i t i c a l ,
colleagues, that we send a message that we a re go ing t o b e g i n a
long d i f f i cu l t j ou rne y , and we can b egin that journey this
morning . I t h i nk t he re p r o b a b l y i s some debate in terms of the
kinds of dollars available. We will look at that as we go on
down the line. As Senator Withem said earl i e r , t h er e we r e a
n umber o f b i l l s de al i n g w i t h t h i s v e r y c r i t i c al i s su e , d i f f er en t
kinds of approaches, but I think the message that we send this
morning is one that we are going to begin t hi s l on g d i f f i cu l t
t edious j ou r n e y , and with t h at , I wou l d y i e l d t h e b al a n c e t o
S enator S t e v e n s .
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