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S PEAKER BARRETT: T h ank y o u . Senator Elmer, please.

SENATOR ELNER: T h ank y ou , Nr . S pe a ke r . I think this is a very
interesting discussion about property tax. We a re a sk i n g . . . we
are being asked to put aside $50 million, which is, what, about
5 percent of the total property taxes levied in the state today.
We are asked to do it without knowing how it would possibly be
applied to the property tax, itself. There i s a p r op o s al o u t
there from the teachers of the state to s pend approximately
$50 million for teacherssalaries. If it is applied to that,
then we have ze ro pr o per ty t ax relief in the state. I f w e u se
it for Howard Lamb's proposal that would rebate a percentage to
each person that pays property tax r el i e f , t h en i t wou l d be
property tax relief. A t the same time,we have to pay for it.
I think it is judicious if we know how this is going to be used
before the commitment is made. Whether we divide the questions,
whether we attack anything else, those are the basic principles
w e have t o a d d r ess . Tha n k y o u .

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thank you. Senator Withem.

S ENATOR WITHEN: A h , ye s , N r . Sp e a k e r , members of the body, very
briefly, I will save most of my r h etoric fo r t he c l o si ng .
Senator Elmer, I think you missed the point. The point of the
bill is that we have spent the last ten years in t hi s b od y
trying to get every " i " dotted, eve r y " t " c rossed, e v e r y
semicolon right before we bring fort h a p r ope r t y tax relief
p ackage. That has n 't w o r k e d . Property taxes are, and I will
use the word again, immoral in this state, the level at which we
tax the pr o p e r ty o w ner . The point is we need to take a s t a n d .
Is this Legislature going to provide some money for property tax
relief this session, or are we not? S enator Wesely,I t h i n k
Senator Korshoj is 100 percent right. Not t h r o u g h an y b o dy ' s
fault, not through any e v i l d e si gn s o r anything, but the
process, if we let the process continue, the process will be the
state agencies, those others funded from the General Fund w i l l
be u p a t t he t r oug h . They will be getting their fill, and when
t hey ar e f i na l l y f u l l , t h e p r oc e s s w i l l ha v e c o n c l u d ed , and they
will step away from the trough, and what is left, and, Frank,
you have been out on the farm, you know how much is left after
those hogs get up to the trough and start eating, is going to go
to the property taxpayers. And we w i l l say , dog g one i t , t h er e
doesn't seem to be much left there, property taxpayers, but next
year we are going to order more corn or we are going to order
more slop for the hogs, and there will be plenty there f or you
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