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Fifty million dollars is not a lot of money, and on the t wo-year
basis, a hundred million dollars is not a lot of money, when you
talk a b out $1 billion in total property taxes collected in the
state, but it is a start, and it leaves the unanswered questions
as to whether some other state priorities are not going t o b e
funded by that amount or are the tax rates going to have to be
i ncreased one way or another i n o rder t o cove r prop e r t y tax
relief. It leaves those questions,admittedly, unanswered. It
also leaves unanswered the question of how that money w ould b e
distributed, of what method of property tax relief are we going
to eventually pass, and some of us are going t o h av e var y i n g
i deas o n t hat issue, and we may not in the end agree on that.
And some of us who are supportive of this may not agree o n t h e
m anner i n whi c h i t i s d i s t r i b u t ed and wi l l v o t e a g a i ns t i t i n
the end. But to me it makes sense to say to this body an d t o
say to the state that we are interested in property tax r el i e f .
T his i s a st ep i n t ha t di r ec t i o n , a nd Senator W a r ner ' s numbers
a re i nt er e s t i n g i n that i t say s t h a t i f the r e i s an a d d i t i o n a l
$50 million, and assuming that all reduces property tax, for one
year the property tax increase is 1.72 r ather t han 6 pe r c e n t ,
and then it goes on beyond that at the 6 percent increase. But
we must note that that is 6 percent of a lower number. That i s
6 percent of a l ower number, so the effect is perhaps just a
little bit more dramatic than is indicated in there. And, of
course, $50 million is the number that is thrown out as has been
i ndicated . To be of significance, it h as to be more t h a n
$50 million, more like $100 million at a minimum, and it has to
be on a continuing basis so that the increase in property tax is
reduced on the long term. So I re al l y t hi nk t hi s , as has been
stated, this is a test. This is saying to this Legislature, are
we seriously going to look at property tax relief? I f we a re ,
we are going to set aside $50 million to do it. W e don't k n ow
exactly how we are going to do it. We are go ing t o a r gu e that
later. W e don't know exactly how it is going to be funded, but
we are going t o h ave $50 mi l l i o n t o start this project.

SPEAKER B ARRETT: T han k y o u . B efore p r oceeding , Sen a t o r Rod
Johnson would l i ke t o rec o gnise D r. N a r j o r i e N i l l e r (ph o netic )
of Central City who is serving as doctor of the day, o n beha l f
of the Nebraska Academy of Family Physicians. Dr. Ni l l e r , we
welcome you to the Legislature. T hank you . A mot i o n o n t h e
d esk, Nr . C le r k .

CLERK: Nr . P resi d e n t , S enator N o or e wo u l d move to suspend
R ule 2 , S e c t i o n 2 s o a s to allow for the amendment of the
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