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know it was thisbad, but if we were to shift enough noney out
of the budget to put ourselves at the Plains state average of

property taxes, we have to find $280 mllion. |f wewereto put
ourselves to the | owest in that reg| on, we have

$560 m | lion. Sol think it is reallyinportant that we decn ge
how much relief is appropriate, how far do we want to go. ; jg

clear to me that 50 million is a spit in the ocean are
going to have to set a goal that is realistic and tﬁen go about
the process of figuring out what is the best way to do this.

woul d secondly suggest that we are probably all going to have to
curb our tenptations to spend on anything else if we are to get
there, sinply because of the huge conpeting nature of this beast
agai nst anything el se. personal ly, don't have any problem
with doing that. | amWIIIIng ..l think Senator Wthem wants us
to take a blood oath that we are for property tax relief. |

think we are going to have to take 4 second blood oath and that
is we arenot for spending noney on anything else, ath ast for
ow

awhile. | am al ready agonizing trying to figure out o you
do the _Eroposal for teachers salary increases, which!l would
I’eally like to dO but | don't see any wa of pay| ng for it. |f
you do property tax relief, there certai nY i wa ¥1

t hat . So we wi l | havealongllst of pr|0r|t|esther¥t at we

all care deeply about and we are going to find that we are
unable to fund any of themif we do property tax relief. aq

said, | thirk property tax.relief is jpportant enough to say
that,

SPEAKER BARRETT: One m nute.

SENATOR SCOFIELD: ...but I think we all have to think about
that. So | am grateful for the chance to talk about this. | am
glad that Senator Wthem dreaned this up and | woul d urge us

try to set that goal and then get on about exploring the various
mechani sms that we nmight have to do to neet it.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thank you. Senator Lamb.

SENATOR LANB: Nr. President and members, some people have
expressed surprise that | have signed on to this resol ution but
I think it is very consistent in that | have been Interested In
property tax relief for some tine, and as many of the nenbers of
the Appropriations Committee that have spoken this norning, this
certainly is not going to solve the property ;gx problem. I
t hi nk what this does do is say to this bOdy, are you serious
about property tax relief, and if so, let's showit today .
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