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SENATOR SCOFIELD:  Thank you, Nr. Speaker, and nenbers, first |
want to commend Senator Wthem for coming up with such a ypigye
scheme for giving us an opportunity to talk about an issue that
I think is probably on the top of everybody's list of .gncerns
It doesn't surprise ne that sonething abnormal and unusualn Cones

from Senator W them but | still think that it is an excellent
opportunity to talk about this and we should do so. | think |
want to reiterate something that Senator Warnersaid, and that
is one of ny concerns about this issue, thisi .3 great chance

tc talk about this and to talk about thissg that it goes out

across the state to our constituents, but for all you fol'ks g
are covering this, | hope you don't write out there that

50 nmillion does it, as Senator Warner has already poi ntec? out.

If we were to actually only do $50 million in property tax
relief, nobody is even going to notice it when they walk away
fromthe courthouse. There is going to be a huge sense of
di sappointnment in ny district if this were acconplished because,

certainly, ny district has as much of a property tax problem 4q
anybody.  Some of my townsare much higher than any of these
average figures that you see here. So, | am concerned about the
message that we send out across the state, and it is i mportant
t hat we say., yes, we are conmitted to property tax,gq|jef. but

it is inportant that we don't give anybody any j||jusions about
what it is going to cost or how easy it is going to be, because
fromthe work that | have done on property taxes, the nmore |
|l ook at it, the more | find out that | don't know, frankly. And
the other thing that | learned is that it is going to take 3
whoppi ng amount of noney to really make a difference in people s
property taxes out there which occurs to me that we 46 either
going to have to do what Senator WArnergays and that is find
some new source that tracks the increase in property es or
we are going to have to significantly restructure our tax system
or change whopays what. W are certainly going to see gales

tax increase and income tax increase or whatever. | have told
ny constituents this every time | have spoken to thembut | am
not sure you can say that too many tines. |t seems to me that
the other thing we need to do as a Legislature is to set sonme
ki nd of goal about what kind of ampunt of relief we are talking

about . Wher e do we want to end up? otherw se, we could spend
mllions of dollars in the pot and just not get there. For a
point of reference sake, | asked Eric WII| of Revenue sone time

ago to help ne put together some nunbers, maybe try to start to
set a figure that would be that goal, gnd | was astoni shed at
the nunber he brought back to ne. | knew it wasbad. | didn't
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