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passed out is a graphic denonstration of the growh of property
taxes in our state since 1985. Now | don't know when you fol ks
cameto the Legislature individually. Each of you know when you
came into the Legislature. | cane in March of ~1983. Probabl

if you would go back to March of '83, you would see a muc

whiter state here. The lightly blackened in speck counties 4.¢
those where the property tax levy is $2.50 conbined. (x| of
the different subdivisions levying a property tax, it comes to

an averageof $2.50. There areonly nine counties in the giate

at that time that had in excess of $2.50. Tpere were only two
COUnties that had in excess Of $275 in a property tax |evy_
Follow along, '86, '87, '88, in 1988, |6 counties were paying
over $2.75 of levy on their property tax. Twenty-six counties
had over $2.50. If you will notice that the average property
taxpayer in the state currently is payingwell over $2.50 in
property tax valuation. The average tax rate for property taxes
in Nebraska last year was $2.61. This year we oughtto have a
gol den opportunity to do something to relieve property taxes.
I't is the first time that | have been here that there have pgqp
sizeable sums of money jn our budget, but what is likely to
happen is what happens every year. yoyare going to haveon one
hand individuals Iike our Governor, like sone senators in pare

who say what we ought to be doing is giving back the nmoney in
income tax relief. Youhave other individuals that sayit is g
gOl den Opportunity t o enhance what ever state gover nment Spendi ng

program t hat you would like to see enhanced. Wealways pick on
hi gher education. It is not because higher education i's bad but

it is because | 'gher education takes an inordinate ¢ m of our
budget . W are looking at, since we have given a state ajq
increase to local schools and |ocal subdivisions back in the
early 1980s, you are going to see an 88 percent growth in what
we spend of state dollars on higher education. None o f t hat
goes to relieve property taxes. It goes t o enhance state
government prograns that need to be enhanced, but within that
enhancenent of state government programs, weneed to be doing
sonmet hing for our |ocal property t axpayers. I think it is
i nportant that we take this step. It is an unusual nmotion
admttedly. It is being taken because, 5g44in. if we waited. the
bill has been referred to the Appropriatigns Committee 'As |
understand the Api)ropriations Commi ttee process that they are
not even hearing bills at this point. They are going through
agency hearings, that they will not unfiil the middle or late
part of Februarywill not evenbegin hearing bills. oyrprocess
indicates that the mainline appropriations bill Laeeds to pass
before we appropriate any dollars. That in normal circunstances
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