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SENATOR WITHEN: Y es , N r . S p eaker , members of the body. I guess
I probably should have shut my light off after Senator Lynch
spoke. He said, basically,what I wanted to say. Just t o
reiterate, the members of the Rules Committee are currently
selected, as all of the other committees a re. I think wha t
Senator A b boud s u ggests as a policy change, that the Building
and Maintenance Committee should be chosen in that same manner,
I think is a good policy change. My preference would be to
leave that within the rules of the L egisla t ur e a s oppo s e d to
putting it in statute. As an example, a few years ago when we
made changes in our committee assignments we found it difficult
to deal with the p roblem of the Retirement Committee. You
needed a bill to change that. I think our committee structure,
by and large, probably ought to be left more in the rules of the
Legisla t u re . And I t hi nk he raises good points about changing
those particular rules. I would agree with Senator Lynch,
though, that placing this into statute is probably not a good
idea. We may, in fact,a lready h a v e too muc h dealing wi t h
committee assignments in our s tatutes, The fact that we' re
having to spend half a morning debating, making what i s a
r ela t i v e l y si m p l e cha n ge i n a co mmit te e b y p a s s ing a b i l l he r e
on the floor might well indicate why we don't need more of t h i s
in the statutes.

S PEAKER BARRETT: T h an k y o u . Senator Warner .

SENATOR WARNER: Nr . President,members of the Legislature, I
would rise to oppose the amendment as w ell, for a number o f
reasons, one of which is nothing more than I don't see any point
in mixing some of these other committees into this particular
issue that is before us. As has been pointed out , my t h ought
was the way this outlines the Rules Committee I thought was the
way we did it. So I guess that is not a change. The Committee
on Building Maintenance, I thought, is in statute, as I r e c a ll ,
which is another one of those committees that the Chairman of
Appropriations is an ex officio member, by the way,which was
riot at my urging. There was a chairman, one time, that thought
that is how it ought to be,of the committee. I said I really
didn't want to be, but if he wanted to, that was fine. As f a r
a s I 'm concerned that committee was designed asan oversight
committee. At the time L B 309 w as enac t e d w e ha d ma s s i v e
deferred maintenance of multi-millions of dollars, w e st i l l hav e
that. It's been worked on, it's working well. Some oversight
is appropriate, probably, but I would tend to agree it r eally
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