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So I do appreciate the work being done on this legislation. It
has taken some time in debate, but it is something we haven' t
done for a long time and needed to be done and I appreciate that
w e' ve had t h e d i s c u s s i o n .

S PEAKER BARRETT: S e n a t o r E l m e r .

SENATOR ELMER: Thank you, Nr. Speaker and members. I r i s e t o
support Senat o r Haber man ' s amendment and also echo the
statements by Senator Hall and Senator Wesely. As o u r
population a ges and d emographically it is shown that i t
certainly is doing that, I'm sure we' ll be address in g mo r e and
more is ues for the population as it grows older, a nd a s t a nd i n g
committee will allow t hose p e o p l e wh o ar e o lder t o come
conveniently before it. We do have to address how to staf f or
how to man the committee and fit it in, and I would think that
the Rules Committee and some of the input from t he o t h er
senators over the next year and a half, next two sessions, this
o ne and t h e 6 0 - day s e s s i o n , we should be able to resolve a g o o d
method whereby the Retirement Committee would be able to fit in
conveniently with the rest of the standing committees. Would
suggest that while we' re doing that, that we l o o k a t t h e
possibility of some of the committees who h a v e sh o r t h ea r i n g
sessions , p er h a p s we cou l d alternate the one days with the
committees that have the least work that a re a l r ea d y st and i n g
committees. With that, I'd urge the support for this particular

SPEAKER BARRETT: Th an k you . Senator H a b e rman, w o u l d y o u c a r e
to close on the adoption of your amendment'?

S ENATOR HABERNAN: N r President, members of the body, I w o u ld
urge you to support this amendment and I hope it turns out that
the committee does get a day that we can find. I 'm sure we can
find a slot for it because it doesn't look too good, folks, to
have a heavy issue or issues of retirement before the public and
having people sitting there eating a sandwich , ea t i ng a salad
and drinking coffee and milk because some people insist that
they are going to have their noon lunch and that's when we meet,
we meet for an hour. But the issues t hat we h and l e and as
important as this committee is,I f ee l t h a t i t sho u l d h a v e i t s
slot, we should start at one-thirty, go as l on g a s we wish
instead of having 1 5 minutes on t h i s i ssu e a n d 1 5 m i n u t e s o n
that issue. So I thank the body for the support a n d a s k y o u to
adopt the amendment. T hank you, N r . Pr e s i d e n t .

amendment.
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