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SENATOR LYNCH: Mr. President, thank you, yes, Senator Schimek,
I think it is an appropriate question. The last question first,
no, it does not make it a standing committee. There h as been
some discussion in the Rules Committee for a long time and on
the floor for a long time because of the amount o f m o n ey
involved with this responsibility that it probably could be a
standing committee. However, after talking with Sen a t o r
Haberman and some others, it was agreed that it didn't have to
be. Secondly, the amendment offered by Senator Warner a ctua l l y
changes what the original intention of the Rules Committee was
and that was simply to provide that with the bill, the body, not
the Executive Committee, but the body would decide, n umber o n e ,
who the chairman is rather than the Executive Committee, as i t
should w i t h t h i s k i nd of an important responsibility and,
secondly, the other four,other members would be chosen by the
Committee on Committees just as we do for al l of the other
standing c o mmi t t e es , so i t i s no t a com p l i c a t e d b i l l . I t j u st
simply transfers the responsibility for this committee from the
Executive Board to the body. The amendment by Senator. . .and i t
also provided that the ex officio member would no longer e xis t ,
the chairman of the Appropriations Committee. That b e i n g s ai d ,
it...right now it appears that mostly what we' re talking about
is ex officio me mbership rather than what w e or iginally
recommended and that's all right because that is an important
part of it. Thi s is indeed an important committee, but on the
other hand, please remember that all the money in that budget
wasn't developed necessarily by the Appropriations Committee or
by any other committee in this body. The money in that budget
is there because of negotiations between the employees of the
state and the administration of the state . And t h e r e ar e other
people who participate in that group. There ar e s ome count y
officials, for example, that are involved in that pension fund.
I g u es s y ou cou l d as su me b ecause i t i n vo l v e s a t l ea st f i v e
agencies of government and affiliated agencies of government,
that if you' re going to have ex officio membership on that
committee, rather than just h ave t h e ch ai rma n o f t h e
Appropriations Committee who represents t h o s e who are p r o b a b ly
state employees, why no have a count y o f f i c i a l on i t as w e l l ' ?
Why no t have som ebody who is a teacher on it as well because
there are some teachers involved and then so on'? The ex officio
membership is important only in that somebody should be aware of
what is going on, but nothing happens in that committee except
any legislation that could be developed and that's the reason
the body should elect its chairman and also elect its members
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