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can get some listeners. I f you woul d h o l d i t do w n s o w e c o u l d
hear, we w ould appreciate it. Senator Withem feels that his
bill is important and we do want to hear about it. Senato r
Withem, please.

SENATOR WITHEN: Thank you, Mr. Yresident. Given what happened
when people listened to Senator NcFarland, I would j u s t a s soon
nobody w o u l d l i st en on this particular measure. L ast y ea r w e
passed LB 940 which was a bill deal in g wi t h scho o l district
reorganization. It was this body'sattempt to deal with that
issue in a much less controversial, confrontational fashion than
we have in the past. It put a lot of things in place and a l o t
of things are going on. As wit h a n y p i e c e o f l eg i s l at i on t h a t
you pass when it actually gets out in existence, you r un i n t o
some problems wi th t h e o r i g i na l wo r d i n g o f t h e b i l l . A nd th a t ' s
happened with 940. I guess, frankly, I am surprised that there
are only three changes that we have discovered that really need
to be made. They are noncontroversial. There were n o o p ponent s
a nd t he on l y p r op on e n t was La r r y Sch e r e r w h o i n t r od u c e d t he
bill. The changes that it makes are t h r ee - f o l d . Th e f i r s t
• change involves the voting for county reorganization committees.
The w a y t h i s p r oc ess t akes p l a ce i s al l o f t h e s chool b o a r d
members in a county get together in a central location and they
vote to elect members of their county reorganization committee.
Each school board member in the county gets one vote. We didn ' t
take into account, when we wrote the original balll, that there
are some school districts in the state that have six-member
boards and there are some that have nine-member boards. In some
areas of the state, I think, Senator Dierks, it' s probably up in
your part of the state, we had some of those nine-member boards
saying, hey, we' ve got a great deal here,we' ve go t m o r e v o t es
t han anybody e l s e . All n i n e of t he i r m e mberss howed up and t h e y
h ad a n u n f ai r adv an t a g e i n t he e l ec t i on o f t he c oun t y
reorganization committees. In many ways, doing that flies in
t he f a c e o f t h e i n t e nt o f t h i s b i l l which was to g et pe ople
working together as opposed to working in confrontation with one
another. The first change then, what it does, it says if you' ve
got a nine-member hoard, fine, but you only get six votes like
a l l o t h e r K t h r ou g h 1 2 d i s t r i c t s i n t he c oun t y . The second
change it makes is a...one of those relatively comical sort of
t h ings t h a t w e sa i d i n t he b i l l . We suggeste d adv i sor y boards
be cr eat e d t o work with Class I and Class II.. .Class I I and
Class I I ! r ece i v i n g d i s t r i c t s . T he word in g o f the bill says
that they will be elected for three-year terms and they w i ' I b e
elected annually. Well, you can't elect somebody annually for a
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