January 10, 1989

the second year of the biennium Thi s, noney is necessary to
provide funding levels that will naintain cofeprograns across,
our state. In addition, ny budget reconmendations include the
dedi cation of $300 thousand of revenue and interest earnings to
the Technical Community Col |l eges fromthe Enmployment Securiti es
Speci al Contingency Fund for enployee assessnent, training, and
di sl ocat ed worker prograns. This will further aid economic
devel opment t hroughout the state. It is recommendat i on the
avionics programin the Wstern Community Col'l ege area pe gjven
speci al consideration for sonme of the targeted funds. Due to
age, condition, and repair costs of the current microwave system
it has become necessary to search for another neans to provide
st at ewi de educati onal tel ecomunications gervices. The nost
cost ef fective solution js a satellite system I am
recomending funding to put such a systemin place, thus
continuing quality, statewide distribution of educational
broadcasting. Capital construction costs will be  ¢1 1 mill jon
with operating costs of $1.2 mllion. It is inportant to note,'
however,. that elimnating the nicrowave system and its costs,
could provide a payback on this investment in as few as four
years. Natching funds havebeen provided to the ETV comi ssion
to allow Nebraska to participate in a federal grant
denmonstrating interactive instruction for secondary schools.
Nebraska already is a |leader in a pilot project. watching funds
will allowthe state to utilize a satellite uplink to allTow for
di stance learning in Nebraska schools and schools ; 18 other
states. | will give consideration to additional fun(eri ng in tni
area only after a coordinated plan for Educati onal
Tel ecommuni cations Services is conpleted. Last year you will
recall, we increased state aid to education by approxi mately
9 percent. This budget continues that level for {he biennium
At the same time we increase funding for Special Education by
$3.9 mllion in 1990, and $9.5 million in 1991.  Ayajlability of
good books and other resource material enlightens 5,4 enriches
our citizenry; so |I'mrecomending that funding for t%e Li brary
Conmmi ssion be increased in three areas. These i mproved | i brar
programs wil | make quality information resources avail able ){o
our citizens in rural and wurban communities across Nebraska.
These budget proposals continue Nebraska's gtrong commitment to
gn er}Hqget eg for

education. A $1.3 million annual increase has be
the Natural Resources Devel opment Fund, and $500 thousand more
for Scil and Water Conservation Funds. I$reconmend that the

increase in this area be earmarked for critical water quality
progranms, providing a concentrated effort to stop the effect oOf
erosion and to remove harnful chemcals from 4y ground water
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