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state can...and nust. . do nore to help create success stories on

every main street in Nebraska. These towns and vill ages
represent what is best about our state. Theyfully deserve our
support  and assi stance. I have everyconfidence they wll

respond with enthusiasmand effectiveness. “goih in the context
of rural renai ssance and econonic devel opnent ﬁlebrasf(a nmust gi ve
serious consideration to upgrading our highway system The
Department of Roads has responded to"the |egis|ature's request
for a conprehensive assessnment of the state'S highway needs over
the next two decades. |In general, | found the results of the
study to be reasonable and objective. They provide. a sound
basis for further discussion and conversation and consideration.
And as with vi tually every program of state government, the
difficult decision will revolve around the issue of how highway
| mprovenents are to be financed. v nust face the fact that
Nebraska, nore than nost states, depends heavily on an e ?ectlve
and efficient highway system to sustain our econony and to
cont_lnu'e our econom c expansion. You are assured of ny
continuing cooperation as we devel op solutions g our
transportation  problens. Since its days as a territory
Nebraska's primary industry has been agriculture. it will
remain so into the future. Qur farners and ranchers have faced
many chal | enges during the past decade, the most recent, the
unusual Iy hot, dry summer of 1988. Fortunately, the drought did

not severely affect +the entire state. It did rem nd us,
however, that we nust glways be diligent in conserving our
natural resource pase. In that light, it is ny hope that an

even stronger partnership can be forged between state government
and the natural resource districts as we seekt o preserve our

soil and water for generations to come. New and expanded
markets will continue to be the primary source of increa ed
profits for agriculture. Therefore, | amrequesting additional
funding for our Department of Agriculture' sPromotion and
Devel opnent Di vi si on. Nebraska agriculturesinply nust be a
maj or conpetitor in the world marketplace. | pyst report to you

on activities surrounding one of the nost vexing jssyes facin
Nebraska state and | ocal governnent, the continuing uncertal nt
surrounding local revenue due to the 4-R Act. Ny administration
has been working diligently to find a renmedy at the national

level through the National Governor's Association and other
organi sati ons. Tax Comnm ssioner John Boehm has testified before

Congress and continues to work wWith npational organizations of

state and local officials to bring about a solution. gij a
solution to this problemis not jpmnent. Ny admi nistration
will continue to seek the cooperation of other States in working
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