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questions raised about our state's future. There were some who
asked: "What's  wrong with  Nebraska?" There were special
sessions to cut the budgets, forcing programs to be ¢|ininated,
ideas to be put on hold, and pronises re-evaluated. Today!| am
pleased to say that the State of the State is neasurably
improved fromover a year ago and substantially stronger than it
was when we began our work together in January of 1987. e are
able to tal k about "What is right with Nebraska!" The "Can't
Do" has been replaced by the "Can Do," and, again, the whispers.
are being heard fromthe prairie. Wehave prosperity as we eng
this decade and renewed hope for an even greater future in tple
1990's. ~ The fact that we have made so much progress in so short
atimeisatribute to the foresight and the political (oyrage
of this Legislature. Your enactnent of |andmark |egislation gn
the field of econonic devel opnment and your conmitnent to quality
education at all levels in Nebraska have nmapped a new course for
our state, a course whose milestones are nbre gnd better jobs
for all our people, increased educational opportunitiesfor our
students, and a renewed sense of optimsm and confidence
throughout the state. We can see and measure the success of our
joint efforts in econom c developnent: The commitnent of well
over $2 billion of new capital investnent and the prom se of
more than 18,000 new jobs. We can see and measure the
i nprovements in education: significant increasesin gate aid
to local school districts, and additional appropriations for our
university and state colleges to make possible faculty salary
adj ustments and to finance inportant research g.tivities. Ve
can see amnd feel the spirit that abounds in Nebraskal and.
Wherever 1 travel across this state, whether it is part of a
Capital for a Day Program a state college comencenent, qr
ground breaking for a new plant, there is evidence that our
Beople .are more confident of the future, nore secure in the
eltef in thenselves, and nore determined to work together to

continue our progress. By Working together we have given
Nebr askans new hope for the fature. From Atkinson to Aurora,

from Beatrice to Broken Bow, from Lexington to Lincoln, gndfrom
Scottsbluff to South Sioux Clty conmunities are once again alive
with activity created through | egislation passed by%his body.
Let me share wWith you a few excerpts from |etters received

recently in ny office. Jackie Sharp of Nebraska City Chamber of
Comrerce reports that the nost recent quarterly saleswere the

hi ghest in three years. Sales tax receipts were 25 percent
above expectations. Twenty new or expanded business activities
started the past year.  jackie wrote, "Nebraska City s

definitely on the up swing. Qur comunity has taken on Such a
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