January 10, 1989

GOVERNOR ORR: Thank you. Nr. President, Nr. Speaker, |adies
and gentlemen of the Legislature, distinguished guests, and
fell ow Nebraskans, | did appreciate the opportunity to visit
with you last week and to welcome you back for this 1989
| egislative session. As | nentioned then, your presence creates
a sense of energy and excitement in the halls of this beautiful
Capitol. I amlooking forward to a productive .'sssion, a
session on which we can build on the acconplishnents of the |ast
two years, and |I'mlooking forward to renewi ng old friendships
and establishing new ones. So again, this gives me an
opportunity to say to each of you,welcome back. It is ny
privilege today to report to you on the State of the State and
present a budget for the opegations of state government over the
next biennium And in so doing we have to carefully exam ne the
many rol es of state governnent - and the npbst inportantrole
that we have is to listen to the wvoices of all the people.
Fat her Val Peter, Executive Director of Boys Town in Omaha,
el oquently rem nds us that a sensitive ear is needed to
under stand Nebraska. He said it this way: "Any one can sit and
| ook at t he seashore and be inspired because it shouts at you.
So do the mountains. But the prairie only whispers. You must
listen closely and never mss the nessage." At times in state
governnent it would be easy for us to hear only the seashore and
the mountains...the special interest groups andthe power
structures, but it is clear that we nust listen also to the
whi spers of the prairie...to the young families, the
grandparents, the small business owners, the wage earners, and
our children because they all have a part in setting the course
to keep Nebraska on the nove. The past nonths have been a tine
to listen to the <concerns and hear the suggestions,
and...yes... see the visions that conme fromthe people who live
on the prairie. Wth the directors of many state agencies |
have traveledacross our state--to the famliar gathering spots
of rural Nebraska to the think-tanks of urban i ndustrialized
areas--to the volunteer service clubs in the smallest of
Nebraska communities--to the conpany presidents who serve on our
chanmber boards and devel opnent boards. W' ve had the opportunity
tolisten to the people fromall walks of |ife in their home
town settings--to hear the whispers of the prairie froma proud
people, fiercely loyal Nebraskans who want the best for the
future of their communities. These gatherings wee an
opportunity to exchange ideas and to hear first-hand the wants
and the needs of our fellowNebraskans. It was necessary to
listen closely so that we wouldn't miss the message. Through
the m d-1980"s there was a great deal of concern, and many
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