January 9, 1989

to justify sonmething that which the sonething to be justified
does not even apply to. That's what we' re doing here and we do
it at the beginning of every session. At sone point, it should
be recognized that this Legislature is not a house of Congress.
It is neither the House of Representatives nor is it the genate
and there have been attenpts py people to try to make this
Legi sl ature approximate in appearance, and its rules things ihat
they have in Congress because they think it sounds good, but it
doe” not work. |f there were a serious issue gapnd | felt it
needed to Dbe discussed and | amthe only person who sees it as
being serious, | will use every means within the rules, gndthe
nmeans are there, to di scuss that issue. What has to be
recogni zed is that not every person has the heard instinct.
every person says because the bul k of the body seenms to be going
one direction and they feel they have a right to go that
direction, that, therefore, takes away my right to go the
direction | feel | should go. There should be 49 peoplein the
Iegl sl ature such as nyself so that these nmea cul pas woul d not be
e such as | believe this but in nmy district they don't 80,
Ernie, 1'"'mglad you will raise those jssyes and discuss them
because they need to be in the record but | can't vote for It.
You all have probably heard senators conme up to you and tell you

t he sane thing. So why don't we just discard these kind of
discussions every session? The reason we don't is becauseevery
senator has a right to offer an amendment that heor she

chooses. But any time a senator decides to exercise that right,
amgoing to exercise ny equivalent right o discuss it and
deal with it in theway that | think appropriate. M notion
woul d si rrply bring reality to our rules. Strike that sentence.
If a majority of the body equaling 30 nenbers wants to have
cloture, they will just suspend the rule and do it anyway.
Debate has been cut off without a rule such as this. Soif you
i nsist on having the rule gp V\ay, at | east take the |ast
sentence out, which is real I think, totally ineffectual.
But if that's the way you want to put your rules jp the book
that's the way you want to vote, you' re welcorme to do it. B
say these things for the sake of the record so that nobody Wno
votes for it, and | will bring it back to haunt you later in the
session, can say that he or she did not know the significance of
this sentence or the lack of significance or that jt could so
easily be <circumvented. |f you have got 30 who want to do
sonet hing, they can suspend every rule in this book if they want
to. And they can do it with one vote if they choose.
Mbor e, | tried the first day to bring about a kinder, gentqer
session...
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