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LEGISLATIVE BILL 736

Approved by the Governor Ylay 29, 1987

Introduced by Scofield, 49; Landis, 46; Morehead, 3O;
Hefner, 19; Withem, 14; Wesely, 26;
Chizek, 31; Conway, 17; Nelson, 35;
HarrLS, 27

AN ACT relatj.ng to economic development; to amend
section 81-12O1.14, Revised Statutes
Supplement, 19a6; to adopt the Business
Development Partnership Act; to harmonize
provisions; and to repeal the original
section.

Be it enacted by the people of the State of Nebraska,

Section 1. Sections I to 6 of this act shall
be known and mav be cited as the Business Development
Partnership Act.

Sec. 2. The Leqislature finds and declares:(1) That the availabillty of buslness
development services at various qeooraphic locations
throuoholrt the st-ate woul.i rcsu'l t in fhp rplcnf -ior1
expansiorl- arld diveLsifj.cation of existinq busj.nesses
and the creation of new businesses:

(2 ) That the Nebraska Business Development
Center- a department of the University of Nebraska at
Omaha. shal1 provide business development services
tfrrouqh a network of smaIl busi-ness development centers
at Chadron State Colleqe. Kearney State CoIleqe. Peru
State CoIleqe. Universj.ty of Nebraska at Lincoln.
University of Nebraska at Omaha. and Wavne State
Colleqe:

L3 ) That business development services mav be
auqmented throuoh specialized research and technical
assistance services:

(4) That the Small Business Division of the
Department of Economic Development shall coordlnate.
admi-nistrate- ar:d suoport the deliverv of such services;
and

(5) That there should be aopropriated 5121-OO0
for fiscal year 1987-88 to the SmaII Business Division
to carrv out the Business Development Partnership Act.

Sec. 3. There is hereby created the Business
Development Services Proqram in the SmaII Business
Division of the Department of Economic Development. The
division shalI be responsj.ble for the adminj.stration of
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the proqram and shal] have the po$/er and authoritv to
contract for services as provided in sections 4 and 5 of
this act.

Sec. 4. The SmalI Busi.ness Di.vi.sion shalI
contract with the Nebraska Business Development Center
to administer. manaqe. and deliver reqional smal1
business services. and the Nebraska Busj.ness Development
Center shal I :

(1) Provide such services as close as possible
to small businesses throuqh a network of small busi.ness
development centers located in Omaha- Lj-ncoln- Kearnev.
Wavne- North PIatte- Scottsbluff or cerino- Chadron-
Peru, and such other communities as the Small Business
Divlsion shall determine based on the applj.cations of
communities desirino to be the location of a small
business development center- In determj.ninq the
location of smaII business development centers. the
SmaII Busi.ness Division sha1I consi.der several factors-
includinq. but not Ii"mited to: (a'l Preexistino small
business development centers; (b) qeocrraphic
accessibilitv: and (c) existinq resources such as
buildino space and office equipment or the willinqness
of a community to provide some or aII of those
resources. Tlre SmalI Business Dj.vision shalI prescribe
the form of the apolication for locati,on of a small
business develooment center and take aIl actions
necessary in the processinq of such applications;

(2) Inteqrate activitj.es funded throuqh the
Business Development Partnership Act with those funded
by the Unj.ted States SmaIl Business Administratj"on or
any other prooram supportj.nq the Nebraska smaII busj,ness
development centers:

(3) Furnish one-to-one indivldual counselj,no
to smaII businesses:

(4) Assist in technoloqy transfer. research-
and couplino from existinq sources to small businesses;

( 5 ) Maintain current information concernino
federal- state. and local requlations that affect small
businesses and counsel small business on methods of
compliance:

( 6 ) Coordinate and conduct research into
technical and oeneral small business problems for which
there are no readv solutions:

(7 ) Provide and maintain a comprehensive
Iibrary that contains current information and
statistical data needed bv smaLl businesses;

(8) Maintain a workj.no relationship and open
communications with the financial and investment
communities - leqal associations - locaI and reqional
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private consultants. and local and reoi.onal small
business qroups and associations in order to help
address the various needs of the small business
communi ty :

(9) Conduct i-n-depth surveys for Iocal smatl
business qroups in order to develop qeneral j-nformation
reqardinq the local- economv and qeneral small busi-ness
strenoths and weaknesses in the IocaIi-tv: and

(10) Provide other services as determined in
Sec.5. The Small Business Division mav

contract with any postsecondarv institution of hiqher
education. community orqani.zation. qovernmental aqency
or entity. or any other profit or nonprofit entj.tv toprovide specialized research- technoloqy develooment
assistance. technoloqy transfer services. financialpackaqinq or Ieveraqinq services. human resources
develooment services. or such other specialized services
as the Small- Business Division deems necessarv if
oreference is qiven to entities based in or operatinq in
Nebraska.

Sec- 6. The Small Busi.ness Division shalt
require. as a condition of contracts awarded under the
Business Development Services Proqram- satisfactorv
ouarterlv reports from recipients describino services
provided- clients served- and expenditures. The SmaIl
Bttsj.ness Division shall orovide an annual report to the
Leqislature which describes services provided under the
Business Development Partnership Act. analvzes the
impact of the services- makes recommendations reqardinq
the services. and evaluates the performance of service
cle l i verers

Sec. 7- That section 81-1201.1.4, Revised
Statutes Supplement, 1986, be amended to read as
fo1 Iows:

81-12O1-14. The SmaII Business Division shall
( 1 ) develop a communj.ty-based program to provide
fi.nancial- and technical assi.stance to smalI businesses
and entrepreneurs and to assist in the formation of
venture capital avail-able to such enterprises, (2)
implement the goals and objectives of the SmaIl Business
Development Authority Act, and ( 3 ) serve as the
coordinatlng entity for public assistance programs for
small businesses and entrepreneurs. and (4) administer
the Business Development Partnership Act-

The SmaII Business Division shall avold
dupli-cation ,./ith existing programs already in place
which assist smalI businesses and entrepreneurs, and the
department and the division shall del,iver their programs
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through, to the extent possible. the Nebraska SmaIl
Business Development Centers, the Nebraska Technical
Assistance Center, the Nebraska Eood Processing Center,
the Nebraska Investment Einance Authority, the SmaII
Business Admini.stration of the federal government, and
other related organizations.

Sec.8. That origj.nal section A7-12O1.14,
Revised Statutes Supplement, 1986, is repealed-
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