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LECISLATIVE BILL 705

Approved by the Governor April 24, 1985

Introduced by Pappas, 42

AN AcT relating to natural resourcesi to provide for the
formation of the Ittissouri Basin Natural
Resources Council; to authorize participatj,on
in euch councll; to provide powers and duties;
and to provide for funding.

Be it enacted by the people of the State of Nebraska,

Section 1. The State of Nebraska may enter into
agreements for the purpose of providinq interstate
cooperation and coordj,natj.on in matters relating to
natural resources with two or more of the foLlowing states:
South Dakota, North Dakota, Montana, Wyoming, and
colorado. These states have cultural, economic, social,
agricultural, and naturaL resources simiLarities a6
evidenced by such states' ( 1 ) past affj, Iiations in
interstate organizations such as the old !'lest Regional
Commlssion and the Missouri River Basin commission and (2)
identity as reclamation states in the Upper and Lower
Regions of the United States Bureau of Reclamation.

Sec. 2. For purposes of fostering interstate
cooperation and coordination between the states Ilsted 1n
section I of thi.s act on matters relating to natural
resources, when two or more of such states agree to
particlpate in any agreement pursuant to sectlon 1 of this
act, Nebraska may partlcipate in the formation of a
Missouri Basin Natural Resources council, which is hereby
auttrorized,

Sec. 3. Each state participating in the
Itlissouri Basin Natural Resources council shalI pay an
equal and proportionate share of money to (1) establish the
council, (2) provide for the council's operations and
overhead, (3) cover the expense of the member states'
participating representatives who are not elected
officials or Btate employees whose expenses are otherwise
covered by the states, and (4) carry out the council's
purposes.

Sec. 4. The Missouri Basin Natural Resources
Council slraIl consist of the folloving members:

(1) one senator appointed in the manner
prescribed by the senate of such state, except that tv/o
senators may be appointed by the Governor of the State of
Nebraska fron the Unicameral Legislature of the State of
Nebraska; (2) one member of the house of representatj.ves
appointed in the manner prescribed by the house of
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representatives of such state;
(3) The dj.rector or head of the princi.pal state

agency that coordinates and regulates matters relating to
natural resources in each state;

(4) The dj.rector or head of the principal state
agency that conducts geological and ground water research,
lnvestlgations, and monitoring j.n each state; and

(5) One member appointed by the Governor of each
state who shall serve at the pleasure of the Governor.

Sec. 5. The duties of the Missourl Basin Natural
Resources Counci.I shall be to:

( 1 ) Collect and disseminate informatj.on on
natural resources including studie6, research, andpolicies between the states;

(2) Enqender cooperation among and between the
states on matters and issues relating to natural
resources;

( 3 ) Promote greater understanding and public
alrareness of the issues relating to natural resources in
the states; and

(4) Make recommendations to the governors and
Iegisl,atures of the states on matters relating to natural
resources of mutual interest and concern in and between the
states.

Sec. 6. The Mi.ssouri Basin Natural Resources
Council may establish offices, employ the necessary staff,
sponsor actj.vities and programs, and conduct such meetj.ngs
as the council deems advi.sable.

Sec. 7. For purposes of this act there is hereby
authorized an initial amount of fifty thousand dollars forthe State of Nebraska to enter into agreements with the
states ]j-sted in section 1 of thls act and to carry out thepurpose and intent of this act if such sum is matched by at
Ieast tvro other states listed in section 1 of this act. It
is the intent of the Legislature that the funds authorized
by this section shalI be approprlated to the Covernor, whoshall be responsible for the implementation of this act.
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