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Introduced by Beutler, 28

AN ACT relating to courtsi to amend sections 24-519 and
24-522, Rej.ssue Revised Statutes of Nebraska,
1943, and section 24-524, Revised Statutes
Supplement, 1984; to change provisions relatj.ng
to the matters which may be assigned to
associate county judges; to change provisions
relating to the jurlsdictional Iimit of the
Small Claims Court; to trarmonize provisions, to
provide an operative date; to repeal the
ori

Be it enacted
gina] sections; and to declare an emergency
by the people of the State of Nebraska,

Section 1. That section 24-519, Reissue Revised
Statutes of Nebraska, 1943, be amended to read as follows:
. 24-5L9. The county judge or, where there j.s more

than one county judge in a district, the presiding judgeT
may assi.gn to associate county judges who are not attorneys
at 1aw, severally, or by designation of office, or by class
or category of cases, or in specific instances, the
following matters:

(1) Any civj,l proceedj.ng when the amount of
money or damages or the value of personal property clalmed
does not exceed etle th6n6aBC Cellarc the jurisdictional
Iimit establi shed for the SnaIl claims- c6fiE-EIiEIEiE-T5
section 24-522;

(2) Any proceedi.ng based on violation of a city
or village ordi.nancei

(3 ) Any criminal proceeding which is a
misdemeanor under the laws of this state;

(4) Any proceeding for the i.ssuance of warrants
for arrest or for searches and seizures;

(5) Any proceeding for prellminary examination
to determlne probable cause, commj.tment prior to trj.aI, or
the release on balI of persons charged trith crj.minal
offenses;

( 6 ) Any juvenile proceedlngs except the
commitment to a state institution or the termination of
parental rights;

(7) Any proceeding to prevent ttre commission of
crlmesi and

(8) Any proceedings relating to decedentsr
estates, noncontestable inherj.tance tax matters,
guardj.anship or conservatorship, except the construction
of wj.lIs and trusts, the determinatlon of title to real
estate, and authorizatj.on of the sale or mortgaglng of real
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estate.
Sec. 2. fhat section 24-522, Reissue Revi.sed

statutes of Nebraska, 1943, be amended to read as follows:
24-522. (1) fhe Small Clai.ms Court shall have

subject matter jurisdiction in aIl civil actionB of any
type vrhen the amount of money or damages or the value of the
personal property claj.med does not exceed one thousand
five hundred dollars, exclusive of interest and costs,

(2) The Small Claims Court shall have subject
matter jurisdiction in cj.vil matters when the plaintiff
seeks to dj.saffirm, avoid, or rescind a contract or
agreement for the purchase of gooda or services not in
excess of one thousand five hundred dollars. exclusive of
interest and costs.

( 3 ) The SmaII claims Court shall have
jurisdiction when the party defendant or his or her agent
resides or is doing business within the county or when the
cause of action arose wlthln the county.

The Court
c ti. ona

the
amount shal

doIIar amount
3. That section 24- , Rev Statutes

Supplement, 1984, be anended to read as follows:
24-524. (1) Actions in the SmaII Claims Court

shall be commenced by the filing of a claim by the
plaintiff on a form provided by the clerk of the county
court. The claim form shall be executed by the plaintiff
in the presence of a judge or the clerk of the county court
or a deputy or assistant designated by the cIerk.

(2) At the time of the filing of the claitn, the
plaintlff shall pay a fee of five dollars to the cIerk.

(3) Upon filing of a claim j.n the Small CLaims
Collrt, the court shall set a time for hearing and shall
cause notice to be served upon the defendant. Notj.ce shaII
be served not less than five days before the time set for
hearing. Notice shall consist of a copy of the comPLaint
and a summons directing the defendant to appear at the time
set for hearing and informing the defendant that if he or
she fails to appear, judgment will be entered against him
or her, Notj.ce shall be served in the manner provided for
service of a sumnons i.n a civil action, except that service
by certlfied mai] shall be made by the clerk- The cost of
service shall be paid by the plaintiff, but such cost and
fj.Iing fee shall be added to any judgment given the
plaintiff.

(4) The defendant
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counterclaim. ia aa anonnt net in exeess ef eae theueatld
dellarsT exelusive 6f intereet aad eeets= Any setoff or
counterclaim shall be fj-Ied and a copy delivered to the
plaintiff at Ieast two days prior to the time of trial. If
the setoff or counterclaim exceeds the jurisdictional
limits of the SmaII Claims Court as established pursuant to
sectior, 24-522, the court snalI ffi
be transferred to the regular county court docket and set
for trial.

(5) No prejudqment actions for attachnent,
garnishment, replevin, or other provisional remedy may be
filed in the SmaIl CIaims Court.

(6) AIf forms required by this section shall be
prescribed by the Supreme Court. The claim form shall
provide for the names and addresses of the plaintiff and
defendant and a concise statement of the nature, amount,
and time and place of accruj.ng of the claim and shalI also
contain a brief explanatj-on of the SmaIl Claims Court
procedure and methods of appeal therefrom.

(7) Judgments rendered against a defendant in
his or her absence may not be set aside but may only be
appealed as governed by section 24-527.

Sec. 4. Thj.s act shall become operatj.ve on July
L, 1985.

Sec. 5. That origi.nal sections 24-519 and
24-522, Reissue Revised Statutes of Nebraska, 1943, and
section 24-524, Revised Statutes Supplement, 1984, are
repealed.

Sec. 6. Since an emergency exists, this act
shall be in full force and take effect, from and after its
passage and approval, according to lav/.

-3- 773


