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government is based on the symbols that they see. If 
they look at the activities on the floor of the Legis
lature a lot of times, they would want to throw their 
hands up and just go home and do whatever people do when 
they feel everything is hopeless. But they might look 
at the building itself and say, that building is going 
to last a lot longer than the people who happen to be 
in the Legislature or any other office at this time, and 
for the sake of the building we will go along with the 
state for a little while longer. The point I am trying 
to get across, Senator Vickers, is this, if the body has 
one part which is ill, that ill part may not kill the 
body but it could infect it to such an extent that there 
could be an impact on the rest of it. So we ought to try 
to do everything we can to upgrade this building. It is 
regrettable that w£ have let the Governor, the President 
and others put us in a frame of mind where we think we 
have got to travel cheap on every single thing. Now I work
in a barbershop and you can estimate how old I probably
am by my wisdom, you know, to achieve the amount of wisdom 
I have it would take at least a certain number of years 
from birth to where I am and that would probably make you 
feel I am about 350 years old, but I am not. But let's say 
that I may be. I was in a barbershop at which I did not 
work and there were two barbers discussing what the price 
of haircuts ought to be. There was one real old gentle
man who cut hair primarily to while away the hours and he 
could while away a lot of hours on one person's head. So 
he felt that haircuts ought to be 35 cents. A younger
barber felt that they ought to be $2.00. So they had a
long argument back and forth and finally the young barber 
said, well, I guess each man knows what his work is worth.
So maybe what we are telling the public when we travel cheap 
all the time is that we know what we are worth or what we 
are not worth. The attitude that people adopt toward you 
is determined largely by the attitude you adopt towards 
yourself. If you show yourself to be one with self-respect 
and a high personal regard, other people will tend to 
accord you that kind of respect. On the other hand, if 
you are a grinner, you grin when nothing is funny; you 
scratch when you don't itch, then people see you as a clown 
and that is the way that they treat you. So we put a lot 
of things in front of us that will be filtered through
people's minds and they will use that as a basis for deter
mining how to make an ultimate judgment of us and our 
value. So I, for one, think that the Legislature should 
travel first class. The Legislature is a concept. It is 
an idea. It is a symbol and maybe the symbol Is more imagin
ary than real. But if you don't have a high goal, you will
not reach very far. Most people will not achieve what they
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