January 6, 1982

much reliance upon staff and not enough reliance upon our-
selves and all of us are very proud of hiring very capable
staff. But we need to be in a position to be sure, absol-
utely certain and positive that the decisions and the votes
that are cast on this floor are our own decisions and not

the representations of staff people. In reference to the
cloture motion, 1 think that if we continue to try to em-
phasize the importance of cutting off debate, and | don’t
like to hear the word "the tyranny of the minority"™ because

1 don’t really think that applies although looking at Senator
Newell, we seemed to have a meeting of the minds there for a
little while and 1 think that we could recognize that. There
are those of us iIn here who are going to disagree very vivid-
ly and vigorously on issues but I don"t think that very often
that any one of us wants to deny the other person the oppor-
tunity to use everything that they can to call attention to
the situation as they see it. There is another thing that 1
think we need to consider and that is the fact that we are a
one house Legislature. Ve do not have the luxury of a second
house which might reconsider our action that is taken on this
floor and, therefore, because of that we need to consider deepl
and seriously every single issue. I am concerned. I share
Senator Beutler’s concern with the necessity for the manage-
ment of time but 1 would suggest that if we would keep a stop-
watch upon the bills, you will find that the so called ™trash"
bills or noncontroversial bills on this floor will always use
up more time than will many of the important bills. 1 give
you for example the appropriations bills of the last session
which rambled through this body in one afternoon like a
freight train going downhill and 1 defy any member of this
body with the exception of those members of the Appropriations
Committee to explain fully and thoroughly what was in those
bills but they moved. It is the quality, Senator Warner.

But the point 1 want to make 1is this. If you are going to
spend time based upon the Importance of the various bills,
there are a number of bills of mine that 1 am sure will be
allowed a very small amount of time and some others that
might need more but in the past few years we have had a
tendency to act upon the so-called noncontroversial bills
first and we spend a lot of time on them even though we

would never invoke cloture on those bills and then we rush
through the major bills in a short period of time and that
sometimes it is easy then for one of us to perhaps do some-
thing or perhaps pass a bill which is not fully explained.

So 1 would hate very much to see a rule of cloture invoked.

1 don’t think it is necessary. I think that with almost

with less time involved we have other methods at our dis-
posal and the rule of cloture will actually never be help-
ful to us except from the standpoint of publicity. We are
again going to tell the public we have adopted a cloture

rule which is going to better manage our time. It is not



