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by Legal Aid attorneys. In the event there is a decision
on behalf of the claimant while being represented by a
Legal Aid attorney, what do you anticipate will be the
award of the court since, in fact, Legal Aid attorneys
are supplied by federal monies?

SENATOR V. JOHNSON: Generally speaking. Senator Landis,
when that has occurred in other cases involving attorney’s
fees, such as the successful use of the Truth and Lending
Act where an attorney’s fee is allowed, the court will set
the fee based on the hours involved in the case plus the
reasonable hourly wage used in the community by attorneys...
by private attorneys. So....and that money will go to a
Legal Aid program and go into its general funds, its own
operating coffers, not to the attorney but to the Legal Aid
program.

SENATOR LANDIS: Well, 1 guess I....1 would just like to
use the balance of my time to point out to the body without
further question of Senator Johnson, that what the net
effect of this will be, having served as an Appeal Tri-
bunal Hearing Officer, claimants are represented by counsel
infrequently, but when they are, 1 would guess that in five
out of six cases those were Legal Aid attorneys because

the individuals are within the realm of that population
which utilize Legal Aid services. And if those claimants
are successful on the appellate level what we will be doing
then 1is paying an amount of money for legal fees incurred
by Legal Aid lawyers and placing that money from state
obligations through our own funds here, the state level, to
reimburse the Legal Aid system and their general funds.

Now that may be acceptable to the body, it may not, but
that is the net effect of allowing attorney’s fees, at
least for claimants in this case,that, in fact, the Kkinds
of people that will be utilizing attorneys are most likely
clients of the Legal Aid services and they are probably
talking about an attorney fee being paid to the general
fund of Legal Aid.

SENATOR CLARK: Before I call on Senator Johnson to close,

I would like to announce there are 80 fourth grade students
and 15 adults from Carriage Hill Elementary School, Papillion
Miss Nickerson, there, Mrs. Luhrs, Mrs. Golding and Miss
Hopewell are the teachers. They are ir. the north balcony.
Would you hold up your hands so we can recognize you. Wel-
come to the Legislature. Senator Johnson, do you wish to
close?

SENATOR V. JOHNSON: Mr. Speaker and members of the body,

Senator Maresh asked me to explain on closing that to the
extent the attorney"s fee is removed from the Employment
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