
April 28, 1981 LB 213

SPEAKER MARVEL: The m o tio n  i s  c a r r i e d .  The com m ittee
amendments a re  a d o p te d . S e n a to r H o a g la n d , do you w is h  
to  e x p la in  th e  b i l l ?

SENATOR HOAGLAND: Mr. S p e a k e r and c o l le a g u e s ,  l e t  me
y i e l d  a m inute o r  two to S e n a to r N ic h o l i n i t i a l l y  i f  I  
m ig h t.

SENATOR NICHOL: Mr. C h a irm a n , members o f  th e  L e g i s l a t u r e ,
as you know, some p e o p le  a c r o s s  th e  s t a t e  have been co n ­
c e rn e d  d u r in g  th e  p a s t  few y e a r s  ab o ut p e o p le  b e a t in g  the 
r a p ,  so to  s p e a k , by p le a d in g  in n o c e n t  b e c a u se  o f  i n s a n i t y  
and n o t o n ly  t h a t ,  th e y  have been d is m is s e d  from  o u r  r e g io n a l  
c e n t e r  a s  c u re d  o r  san e s h o r t l y  a f t e r  th e y  re a c h e d  t h e re  by 
the m e n tal h e a lt h  c e n t e r ,  L in c o ln  R e g io n a l C e n te r.  The p u r ­
pose o f  t h i s  b i l l  was to  p ut i t  b a ck  in  th e  hands o f  th e  
c o u r t  a f t e r  th e  m e n tal h e a lt h  c e n t e r  has s a id ,  y e s ,  th e s e  
p e o p le  a re  c u r e d , b e fo re  th e y  go b a ck  in t o  s o c ie t y  so t h a t  
a ju d g e  o r  a c o u r t  w i l l  have th e  l a s t  s a y -s o  as to  w h e th e r 
th e s e  p e o p le  do o r  d o n 't  go b a ck  in t o  s o c ie t y .  Mr. C h a irm a n , 
w ith  t h a t  I  w ould r e f e r  to  S e n a to r H oag lan d and S e n a to r 
P ir s c h  who w i l l  e x p la in  th e  b i l l  f u r t h e r .

SPEAKER MARVEL: S e n a to r  H o a g la n d .

SENATOR HOAGLAND: Mr. S p e a k e r and c o l le a g u e s ,  l e t  me j u s t
ta k e  a moment o f  two i f  I  can to  e x p la in  the b i l l  now as 
amended from  a t e c h n ic a l  p o in t  o f  v ie w  and th e n  S e n a to r 
P ir s c h  w i l l  g iv e  some o f  th e  re a s o n s  why a number o f  us 
f e e l  t h a t  i t  i s  v e ry  im p o rta n t to  d e a l w ith  t h i s  is s u e  
t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  s e s s io n .  Now, t h e re  a re  two e s s e n t i a l  
e le m e n ts o f  LB 213 now a s  amended and l e t  me d e s c r ib e  
what e ach  o f  th o s e  b a s ic  t h r u s t s  i s .  The f i r s t  i s  to  
s h i f t  j u r i s d i c t i o n  f o r  th e  d i s p o s i t i o n  o f  p e rs o n s  foun d 
not r e s p o n s ib le  by re a s o n  o f  i n s a n it y  and "the b i l l ,  i n ­
c i d e n t a l l y  ch an g e s th e  te rm in o lo g y  from  not g u i l t y  by 
re a s o n  o f  in s a n it y  to  not r e s p o n s ib le  by re a s o n  o f  i n s a n it y  
from  th e  -ounty - .e n ta l h e a lt h  •ommitment b o a rd s  w h ic h  c u r ­
r e n t l y  have j u r i s d i c t i o n ,  to  th e  t r i a l  c o u r t s  w h ich  o r i g i n ­
a l l y  co n d u cte d  th e  t r i a l  o f  th e  m a tte r o r  the g u i l t y  p le a  
i n  th e  m a tte r o r  how ever e ls e  th e  p e rs o n  came w it h in  th e 
j u r i s d i c t i o n  o f  t h i s  a c t .  Mow, I  t h in k  a l o t  o f  us f e e l  
t h a t  i t  i s  v e ry  im p o rta n t to  s h i f t  j u r i s d i c t i o n  b a ck  to 
th e  c o u r t s .  In d e e d , i f  you exam ine th e  handout th a t  
S e n a to r P ir s c h  h as d i s t r i b u t e d  r e c e n t ly  you w i l l  se e  th a t  
o v e r t h i r t y  s t a t e s  c u r r e n t ly  have a syste m  where th e  c o u r t s  
have j u r i s d i c t i o n  o v e r  th e  d i s p o s i t i o n  o f  p e rs o n s  fo un d not 
g u i l t y  o r  not r e s p o n s ib le  by re a s o n  o f  i n s a n i t y .  Now t h e re  
a re  a l o t  o f  re a s o n s  f o r  t h i s  th a t  S e n a to r P ir s c h  and I  
have r e p e a t e d ly  g iv e n  v a r io u s  t a l k s  and com m ittee p r e s e n t a ­
t io n s  we made ab out t h i s  b i l l ,  and l e t  me j u s t  b o i l  th a t  
down to  sa y  th a t  I  t h in k  th a t  we f e e l  t h a t  th e  c o u r t s  a re

4035


