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th e  State o f  N e b ra sk a  s h o u ld  n o t be u sed  f o r  su c h  p ro g ram s 
as th e  w e lf a r e  p ro g ra m s. I  t h in k  S e n a to r K a h le  has a b i l l  
d e a lin g  w ith  t h a t  is s u e  and I  c e r t a i n l y  s u p p o rt  i t  and I  
a ls o  s u p p o rt S e n a to r J o h n s o n 's  b i l l .  One p o in t  th a t  S e n a to r  
Jo h n so n  b ro u g h t o ut I  t h in k  needs to  be expanded on j u s t  a 
l i t t l e  b i t .  The o r i g i n a l  i n t e n t i o n ,  I  t h i n k ,  o f  a l lo w in g  
th e  c o u n t ie s  to  a d m in is t e r  th e  program  was so t h a t  c o u n t ie s ,  
th ro u g h  th e  co u n ty  c o m m is s io n e rs , th e  c o u n ty  b o a rd , w ould 
have some c o n t r o l  o v e r th e  w e lf a r e  program  s in c e  th e y w ere 
c l o s e r  to  th e  a re a  and knew th e  p e o p le  in v o lv e d  b u t a s i t  
t u r n s  o u t i n  r e a l i t y ,  b e c a u se  o f  the g u id e l in e s  im posed by 
the f e d e r a l  governm ent and some by th e  s t a t e  p e rh a p s , th e  
co u n ty  s u p e r v i s o r s ,  the c o u n ty  b o a rd s ' hands a re  t i e d  anyhow.
So u n le s s  we can somehow change t h a t  m echanism  w h ich  o b v io u s ly  
we are n o t g o in g  to  be a b le  t o ,  th e n  I  c e r t a i n l y  t h in k  th a t  
S e n a to r Jo h n so n  has a good id e a ,  t h a t  we s h o u ld  fu n d  i t  from  
the s t a t e  and ru n  i t  from  th e  s t a t e .  So I  w ould u rg e  t h i s  
b o d y 's  a d o p tio n  o f  LB 522.

SPEAKER MARVEL: S e n a to r Lamb.

SENATOR LAMB: Mr. P r e s id e n t  and members, I  had a c o u p le  o f
q u e s t io n s  o f  S e n a to r Jo h n so n  i f  he w ould re s p o n d . V/ould you 
ru n  th ro u g h  b r i e f l y  th a t  c o s t  f i g u r e  you s a i d ,  in  th e  b i l l  
book i t  l s  25 m i l l i o n  d o l l a r s  th e  seco n d  y e a r .  I  g u e ss  my 
q u e s t io n  i s ,  I  f a i l  to  see  how th o se  c o s t s  can be s u b s t a n t i a l l y  
d e c re a s e d  by e x t e n d in g  i t  o v e r .  I s  i t  an a d d i t i o n a l  y e a r ?

SENATOR V. JOHNSON: W e ll you a re  a b s o lu t e ly  r i g h t .  U nder my
bill as I  o r i g i n a l l y  w ro te  I  s a i d ,  come 1982 th e  s t a t e  ta k e s  
o v e r  e v e r y t h in g .  Now in  1982 the c o s t  to  the s t a t e  i n  t a k in g  
o v e r  e v e r y t h in g  i s  ab out 25 m i l l i o n  d o l l a r s ,  b u t ,  S e n a to r  Lamb, 
when we sp re a d  th e  ta k e  o v e r  out o v e r an e ig h t  y e a r  p e r io d  o f  
time w h ich  i s  what th e  com m ittee amendments d o , th e n  th e  c o s t s  
are less in  th e  i n i t i a l  y e a r s  bu t by th e  tim e  you g et to  th e  
final y e a r ,  what w ith  th e  In c r e a s e  a lo n g  a M e d ic a id  c o s t ,  i t  
i s  a p r e t t y  s u b s t a n t i a l  ch u n k.

SENATOR LAMB: What w ould y o u r e s t im a te  be o f  th e  c o s t  to  th e
state at th e  end o f  th e  e ig h t  y e a r  p e r io d ?

SENATOR V. JOHNSON: I  have an answ er to  th a t  and I  am g o in g
to  give i t  to  you but you h ave got to  l e t  me q u a l i f y  i t .  The 
a n sw e r t h a t  I  have r i g h t  now i s  t h a t  by 1989 th e  M e d ic a id  c o s t  
i s  e x p e c te d  to  be ab o ut 71 m i l l i o n  d o l l a r s  w h ich  w i l l  e i t h e r  
be b o rn e  by o u r p r o p e r t y  t a x  d o l l a r s ,  by co u n ty  governm ent 
o r  i n  th e  a l t e r n a t i v e ,  b o rn e  by th e  s t a t e  out o f  s a l e s  and 
incom e ta x  d o l l a r s .  I t  i s  a h ig h  c o s t  by th a t  y e a r .

SENATOR LAMB: Does i t  com pare w it h  th e  25 m i l l i o n  d o l l a r s ?

SENATOR V. JOHNSON: Yes, It does.
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