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o f  tim e s t a t e  a f t e r  s t a t e  h as moved to  f u l l  s t a t e  a d m in is 
t r a t i o n  o f  s t a t e  p ro g ra m s, th e  w e lf a r e  p ro g ra m s. Iow a i s  
a c l a s s i c  e xa m p le . In  1 9 73  Iow a went to  a s t a t e  a d m in is 
t e re d  program  and now i t  a d m in is t e r s  a l l  o f  i t s  w e lf a r e  
p ro gram s e s s e n t i a l l y  o ut o f  s t a t e  r e g io n a l  o f f i c e s .  When 
I  have t a lk e d  to  Jo h n  K n ig h t ,  th e  e x i s t i n g ,  th e  p r e s e n t  
D ir e c t o r  o f  th e  N e b ra sk a  D epartm ent o f  P u b l ic  W e lfa re  
ab out a s t a t e  ta k e  o v e r ,  so to  s p e a k , o f  th e  c o u n ty  w e lf a r e  
sy s te m , Mr. K n ig h t has s a id  to  me th a t  i t  seemed to  him  t h a t  
what we s h o u ld  do i f  we a r e  g o in g  to  do t h i s  i s  to  a s s u r e  
a d e q u a te ly  i n  tim e  so t h a t  both  th e  s t a t e  and th e  c o u n t ie s  
a re  f u l l y  p re p a re d  f o r  th e  ta k e  o v e r  and he has su g g e ste d  
th a t  when we a f f e c t  th e  ta k e  o v e r ,  i f  we do t h a t ,  th a t  we 
do i t  a t  th e  b e g in n in g  o f  th e  new term  o f  a G o v e rn o r. Now 
w h e th e r th a t  be G o v e rn o r Thone o r  someone e ls e  i s  n o t im
p o r t a n t  b u t th e  p o in t  i s  he t h in k s  th a t  you need to  s t a r t  
su ch  a t h in g  o u t a t  th e  b e g in n in g  o f  a new term  and i t  i s  
f o r  t h a t  re a s o n  t h a t  we h ave a ta k e  o v e r  d a te  o f  J u l y  1 ,
1 9 8 3 . I t  s t r i k e s  me t h a t  w ith  th e  ch an ges now g o in g  on 
a t  th e  f e d e r a l  l e v e l  w it h  more and more f e d e r a l  d o l l a r s  
b e in g  moved away from  th e  c a t e g o r i c a l  g ra n t  program  and 
p la c e d  in t o  b lo c k  g r a n t s ,  su c h  w i l l  happen i n  th e  w e lf a r e  
a re n a . Th at means th a t  a l o t  o f  money w i l l  come b a ck  to  
th e  S t a t e  o f  N e b raska f o r  th e  s t a t e  to  do w it h  a s  i t  s e e s  
f i t  and i t  w i l l  be up to  us as l e g i s l a t o r s  to  do w it h  th a t  
money a s we b e l ie v e  a p p r o p r ia t e .  The b e s t  v e h ic l e  f o r  us 
to  be a b le  to  d e l i v e r  th o s e  m onies and to  a d m in is t e r  o u r  
p ro gram s i s  th ro u g h  a s t a t e  o p e ra te d  o r g a n iz a t io n ,  j u s t  as 
a m a jo r it y  o f  s t a t e s  have now c h o se n . So a l l  LB 522 does 
i s  p u ts  us i n  th e  p o s t u r e  o f  h a v in g  a s t a t e  o p e ra te d  p r o 
gram . Now I  have p a sse d  out s e v e r a l  e x h i b i t s .  One e x h i b i t  
r e p r e s e n t s  what c o u n t ie s  p a id  o u t d u r in g  th e  1 9 79 —'8 0  f i s c a l  
y e a r  f o r  t h e i r  s h a re  o f  th e  M e d ic a id  p ro g ra m , f o r  t h e i r  s h a re  
o f  s t a t e  a d m in is t r a t io n  i n  g e n e r a l a s s is t a n c e  d o l l a r s  and in  
em ergency a s s is t a n c e  d o l l a r s .  U lt im a t e ly  a l l  o f  th o s e  c o s t s  
w i l l  be bo rn e  from  o u r s t a t e  s a le s  and incom e t a x  and w ould 
no lo n g e r  be p a r t  o f  th e  p r o p e r t y  ta x  sy ste m . T h at w ould be 
p u re  and s im p le  p r o p e r t y  ta x  r e l i e f .  I  have a ls o  p a s s e d  out 
a c h a r t  p re p a re d  f o r  me by o u r f i s c a l  a n a ly s t  w h ich  shows o u r 
g e n e r a l fund a p p r o p r ia t io n s  f o r  s c a t e  a i d .  What I  a sk e d  o u r 
f i s c a l  a n a ly s t  to  do was to  g iv e  me some s e n se  a s to  how o u r 
A p p r o p r ia t io n s  Com m ittee was p u t t in g  new and a d d i t i o n a l  d o l 
l a r s  in t o  th e  s t a t e  a id  a llo w a n c e s  b e c a u se  r i g h t  now o u r 
c o u n ty  M e d ic a id , b e c a u se  r i g h t  now o u r s t a t e  M e d ic a id  program  
i s  in  a form  o f  s t a t e  a id  and r i g h t  now o u r s t a t e  c o v e ra g e  o f  
th e  a d m in is t r a t io n  o f  w e lf a r e  c o s t s  i s  a form  o f  s t a t e  a id  and 
r i g h t  on down th e  l i n e .  As you can see  from  t h i s  c h a r t  o u r 
p r e s e n t  a p p r o p r ia t io n s  b i l l s  a re  c a l l i n g  f o r  an o v e r a l l  i n 
c re a s e  in  s t a t e  a id  o f  o n ly  k%9 w h ereas o u r p r e s e n t  a p p r o p r ia 
t i o n  b i l l s  a re  c a l l i n g  f o r  an o v e r a l l  in c r e a s e  i n  a s s is t a n c e  
to  proposed se c o n d a ry  e d u c a t io n  o f  12.7% and f o r  o t h e r  s t a t e
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